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works of one kind or the other, the Canadas cannot be considered safe Welldisciplined troops may defend a land frontier against a very superior number
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to admit of concentration with celerity and accuracy of time; but the Cana-
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The proposed works would be bulwarks, behind which our small butsuperior force might move and act with promptitude and full energy
This frontier resembles at present a long weak line of battle, liable tobe picTced or turned, and overNNhelmed at pdnts decisive of the struggle
I he Morks proiK)S(;d by the United States are evidently calculated to
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If permanent works on this border were proscribed on either side bveaty or regulated as to number and quality, like the vessels of war on tli^lakes the advantage would be wholly on their side ; defensive works are abso^
liitely necessary for the weaker party against such disparity of force,

I have scarcely mentioned the important subject of interior communica-
tions, or he positions, (according to the ordinary acceptation of the term)because the former are changing every year, in an improving country, and
positions vary with them. Neither have I adverted to the aLtance^to bederived from the Indians It is a description of assistance that, from all I have
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not, If possible, to be employed; but I understand thatthe

(Signed) R. D. JACKSON.

Inclosure 3 in No. 11.

Lieutenant-Colonel Oldfield to Lieutenant-General Sir B. D. Jackson.
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Commander Royal Engineer Office, Head Quarters,

' Montreal, November 14, 1840.
IN obedience to your Excellency's commmands as corammunicated in yourminute of the 31st ultimo, I have the honour to submit a roueh ireneral

estimate for the fortifications in Canada, as a sort of guide for the Secretary of
!5tate, made out as your Excellency recommended in reference to the proposed
military districts, the outlines of which, agreeably with your desire, have beenprepsred.

2. With respect to the Quebec and Montreal districts, I have no obser-
vations to offer, beyond what I have submitted in Appendices 3 and 4 andupon the general insufficiency of barrack accomracdation for the present force
HI Canada, a remark which applies to the four districts ; if the present strength
IS continued in the Canadas, a considerable expense must be incurred in per-manent or temporary expedients, to preserve the health and discipline of the
troops. *^

3. I have not provided in my abstract for No. 3 district, any sum for
1 enetangmshene

;
the estimate would be nearly 60,000/. for permanent defences •

a smaller sum mighty sufhce for Goderich. In No. 4 district. I have endea-
voured lo meet your Excellency's views for the command of the passage between
Lakes Huron and Erie. I have made inquiries as to a site for a barrack station
in the vicinity of Chatham, and am assured that Chatham itself, ^rom beiuKmore cleared of vood and bush, is less unhealthy than any site in its imme-
diate neighbourhood.

4. I need not observe to your Excellency, that to prepare detailed projects,with the necessary plans, sections, and estimates, would be a labour of manymonths
;
that the summer is the only season in which sections can be taken or

accurate information of the country obtained, and t!,at t!ie present strength ofmv
department is insufficient for such a duty ; I trust, however, that the informa-
tion which I have now the honour to submit, will be found sufficient -'as a


