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tl," Why m it tli»t loiiio men, whuM ptil|nl abi1itie»iMrt« l)*»!«w

iucrity, urv nu MiicoiiiMrtil m thti lumistry Ui4 u yvur (vaming

iiuut tht) couvoniion ol'ioiiU uutler thuir Uljoum I j'he Mtvrol ul'

thOir NiiocPM he* in frttfutnt vi$iting. The niotrt olmtiirut

pr«achf>ni, uii thu other hand, throiif(h an uniinitiuit ul thia duty, aru

votnpelifxl tu mourn over lalKHira u|ifiur«ntly usoIvhs. -Mu man m lii

to bo called a pastor who noglcotii thia duty.

ObHdfvts however, it should nvt bo {lurinittud to ooNtne in eontMi
with other dutiui already |Xiinted out. There is a visst di£icreiio«

between vuiitinff Mon«, and visiting a// th$ timt. "INt eminunt
divine, Pr. Doddridge, laid it down as ande, thata mmistur should

not be bound to pay a nastoml visit to each tittniijr within hiv

charge odener than twice a year; though ho inigbt go nlor*

frequently, if circuni.itaiic(!s would allow.

I said that this duty hun been abus<'d. It certainly Jiaa, wh«|
we do not make these visit* iiubserviont to the great ottd ot' our
calling, the wilvation of Ninncnt. Hut I invite jMirtieuIar attention

to a i)racticc! very prevalent among Methodist preachers, and
which; perhaps, arises in {xirt from the nature of otir itincn^t work.
It is that of siKtnding day ailer day and night after nigHt in the

houses of the people,—not in a private u|mrtmc>nt, for pioM medi-*

tation, mental inprovemont, or wrestling with (Jod, but in th«
family circle to while away the time. The im|)ortant duti«|of the
pastoral otfice are lost sight of, and tlie minister of Chrigl sinks

down to the level ofa common viaitor. Far be it Arom me, how-
ever, to ahargo our excellent system of itinerancy with having any
tendency in that direction : I ajisert only, that the practice of
travelling into so nianv different neighbourhoods is liable ta siioh

an abuse. PerhaiM, also, the neglect^ of the people to supply their

minister with a suittUjlc homo, may contribute to the evil ; stS the

latter will always, by a judicious arrangement of some kind, l>av«

it in his power to guard against it. And, let me add, his character

as a minister iif involved in his conduct in this matter.

X shall finally particularize the Mre of the young, at convtitiiting

an esseiKtial part of the minister's work. ** Feed my lambs", is aa
exhortation virtually addreseted to every messenger of the cross.

—

At leusl pnu third of our congregations will be found to be eoui-

poscd of children and youth. Instructions addressed to their minds
are apt to be trcasuretl up. Discourses should occasionally be de-
livered especially to them. The cIlEiims ofsociety ufMn them sbonUI

be distinctly set forth. They sliould be taught the advantages of
early pioty^ To this end, Sabbfith schools and Bible classes ought
to be established. The pastor must see tlmt they are properlycon-
ducted. If need be, he must take the charge of some, and he
should have the general superintendence of lUl, of them. Children
should be taught ib study the Bible , fo understund its doctrines,

and to live in accordance with its precepts. Were this depart-

ment pro|>ejfly attended to, a siilutury change in the stutc of society
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