
A SHOUT HISTORICAL SKKTCII

Thi-Congregation was small, the undertaking large and 
costly ; was it a case of faith or of foolhardiness, of 
wisdom or of folly? The Church waso|iene<l in 1SIKI with 
a first mortgage of SâO.OOO, a second mort g igeof 810,000, 
and a large floating dvht; it looked then as if the 
Congregation had assumed a harden it would not lie 
ahle to carry. But eighteen men. who should lie held 
in all honor, assumed large |iersonal liability by be
coming bondsmen, the Congregation grew quieklv. 
members and adherents contributed generously anil 
a sinking fund was created, which in a few years broke 
the back of the enormous ilelit. (iod lie thanked that 
in that day of crisis there were men and women of 
far-sighted vision, of high courage and of splendid 
faith!

The honor of laying the corner-stone on September 
4th, ISSU, was accorded to Rev. I)r. Mael.aren, whose 
wise counsel ami liberal suppirt had meant so much 
to the young congregation. The day was rainy, and 
the company who had gathered to take part in the 
ceremony, repaired by kind invitation to Trinity Metho
dist Church, where addresses of congratulation and 
good-will were given by Revs. A. II. Baldwin. Elmore 
Harris, W. R. Barker, A. P. McGregor and others.

The contractors made good progress with the work 
of construction. The roof of the existing building was 
raised so as to jiermit of a second story, which became 
the Sabbath School room, the handsome church, built 
of Credit Valley stone, with Ohio stone trimming, 
with its fine tower reaching 120 feet into the blue, 
gradually took shape, and at last the auditorium, with 
its grace of outline and its excellent acoustics, was 
ready for use. The dedicatory services were held on 
Sabbath, June 8th, 1800. The Minister offered the 
invocation prayer, and Rev. Dr. Reid the prayer of 
dedication. The sjiecial preacher for the day was Rev.
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