WILLIAM LYON MACKENZIE

l, and paints, and maintained in addition a circulat-
£ ing library. From Dundas, Mackenzie moved to
' Queenston. Interested from the first in the politi-
e cal affairs of the colony, he started in 1824 the
y publication of the Colonial Advocate, the first num-
7 ber of which, distributed gratuitously through the
s countryside, commenced an unsparing attack upon
| the governing class. Its editor, the “westernmost
of journalist in the British dominions on the continent
t- of America,” assumed, as he himself subsequently
1- expressed it, “the office of a public censor.” He de-
2~ nounced the Family Compact and all its works., He
g denounced the jobbery of the publie land. He de-
as nounced the land monopoly of the Church of Eng-
h- land, the lack of schools, the perversion of justice

and the greed of the official class. The appearance of
ly the Colonial Advocate aided in consolidating the
c- party of Reform. In the elections of 1824 they car-
m ricd a majority of the seats in the House of As-
ne sembly, a victory which only served to reveal the
et impotence of the opposition in the face of the
of established system. Dr. Rolph, elected for Middle-
e sex, the stalwart Peter Perry, member for Lennox
ne and Addington, and other lcaders of the Reform
15 party, found they could do little beyond selecting
ffs a farmer speaker of their own liking and passing
re- resolutions condemning the existing conduct of
ing

- affairs. None the less their presence as a majority of

ion, the House remained as a standing protest and threw

00 into a clearer light the irrespounsible position of the
13




