Alert m’ B.C.y
2lst September,}V4d

Dear Sip.-

t intervals during the past two years, I have been
{nterviewed by individual Indians of the amlmon River (EKahkahmate
isis) Band of this Agency and the Comox Band of the Cowichan Agenay,
suggesting they would 1ike to amalgemate and locate the two bands
t Comox. Am the respective bands helong to different Agencies, 1
explained to them the aifficulties in bringing about amalgamation,
although at the same time T wap sympathetie towards their views.

The Salmon River Pand have only one Reserve, which is
in an isolated place almost in the centre of my Agency. Due %o
thies isolated location and laek of industry, it has been negessary
for them to go elsewhere to find employment, with the result that
they have no village of their own on their reserve, and have been
living slesewhere, prineipally kn the Comox district. They are re-
lated to the Comox band, and have always been very friendly with

them,
A short time ago I received & definite request from

the Chief of the Salmon River Band gtating all members of both
bands were then fishing in the vieinity of Campbell River, and ask=

ing that & joimt meeting of the two bands be ealled so that they eould

lay this proposal before the Department., Upon receipt of this, 1
communicated with Mr, Moore, Indian Agent of the Cowichan Agency,
but was advised he was absent on leave and eould not be present.

As it would mot be possible to get the Indians together later, I
felt 1t best to proceed with the meeting without Mr Moore being
present, and to furnish him with the Mautes of the meeting and then
later to discuss the matler with him personally.

m Priday, Jeptember 13th, A joint meeting wae held at
Cempbell River of the Salmon River and Comox Bands, and 1 attach
hereto the Minutes of the meeting and the resolution which was unan~
imously passed and signed, vhioh will be self-explanatory.

For the Department’s information, I beg to glve herewith

my reasons why I comsider the amalgamation of these two bands is in
the best interests of the Indians and the Department.

1. Both bands have a gmall membership and are related to
each other through marriages.

2., The Salmon River Bend have no apportunity for employ-
ment in their present location, and would be better able
to provide for their families were they located at Comoxe.

It would give the Salmon River band permanent homes as
they could build and locate at Comox; this is soms thing
which they do not have under present conditions.
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