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width-wise and sewing it along
the bottom and about % the way
up the side. Blankets are provid-
ed in hostels, but a sleeping bag
is nice if you end up camping out
unexpectedly or decide to go
tenting in the Alps. If you're
worried about what eise to take,
pick up a suggestion sheet at the
CYHA office, or ask the
“knowledgeable” staff.

Canadian and U.S. travel is
hampered by the long distances
and rather poor transportation
network (if you're not flying).
Greyhound has the Ameripass
(similar to the Eurail pass idea,
with buses instead of trains, if
you can believe it} and you can
talk to the Bus people about that.
The CN did have a rail pass but
it's uncertain whether it will be
back this summer (there might
not be any trains by that time).
Hitching in North America, as
anywhere, is personal viewpoint;
most manage to get where they
want to go — some love it, some
don't.

Planes seem to have
monopolized the long-distance
travelling system — charter
flights, youth fares, polar flights
— all have their advantages
depending on the time planned
for the trip. There are still a few
people crossing the oceans by
ship: this can be done expensive-
ly on a pleasure cruise, or cheap-
ly on a freighter (possibly by -
working the freighter across).

U.S. in Brief

In the United States, the
hostel system which exists is
concentrated in the Northern half
of the country, particularly
around the Great Lakes. From
what | can gather, the southern
section is really lacking in low-
cost accomodation, so you'd
better take your sleeping bag.
Universities sometimes have
rooms available during the
summer, and the YM/YWCAs are
alternatives. I've been told you
can even stay in jails overnight, if
you're really stuck!

For Hawaii, the same goes as
for any country or area in the
world — there are alternatives to
the tourist-ridden motels, if you
are inclined to going out into the
backwoods, visiting the smaller
cities and towns instead of
Honolulu, and camping, hiking,
or hitching instead of renting a
car.

Down Under

Australia is going into its
winter, so if you're heading south
check the climate maps. There is
also a fairly rigid- entrance
procedure; gone are the days
when you could just drop into
Kangaroo Country and work
your way through. Hostels serve
the Aussie coastal areas; YMCAs
are popular and sleeping bags

: . are needed. Caravaning (or
« trailering) is great and you can
- rent quite cheaply.

There are a hundred things

: ‘that should be touched on before
. taking off to travel and there are

lots that I've purposely missed
(either partially or totally). here, -
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