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ciety wasi hoarding Up resources in the shape of invest-
ments insteadl of using ail available funds in its
legitimate work.

A inister who was prescrit during most of the
sessions said, "It is seven years since I attended a
meeting of the Board, and 1 arn simply amazed at the
vast Increase of business.> Another minister said:
1'This is my first exp)erience as a member of the
General Board, ai)d 1 confess I had no idea of the
amnount of wvork devolving upon the Board and upon
the General -Secr-etatry." These two brethren are re-
p)resenitatives. of a large class. Only those who have
attended sessions of the Board, and have made them-
selves famniliar wvith the details of the mission rooms,
have any adequate conception of the amount of work
to l'e donc, or the care neccessary in doing it

Twvo important documents were laid before the
Board by the General Supe)r in tendent. The one was
arepo<rt concerning the work in Bermuda, and the

neced of cepcltionaýl treatment in regard to term, of
service and conditions of furlough. The other was a
report of a1 visit to British Columbia, especially the
K;tmloops, District, and made clear the importance of
sotte method by wvhîch financial aid and efficient
supervision could bcegiven in establishing and develop-
ing thec work tin new and rap)id-ly-settliing regions.
Verily, our Presbyterian brethreni are wiser in their
generation than the children of John Wesley-in this
country at least.

Dr. Carmnan touched upon another most important
point wheni hie referred to his vislt to the Christian
Endei(iavor C.oniventioni at St. Catharines, the vast p)ossi-
bilities for good in such an organization, if wisely
guided, and the possihility of friction between the
variouis Young p)eop)le's associations and the General
Missionary Society in the raising and e:xpenditure of
mnissioniary mnoney. Thei danger lies ini the muiltiplica-
tion of organizations, and the starting of smnall, inde-
pendent missionary efforts-, instead of rallying to the
aid of the cstablilhed missionary organizations of the
Chutrch. Our hope is iii the good sense and loyalty of
the young people themselves. They cati do much to
strentgtheni our missionary work, and they can dIo
mnuch to weakeni it by a divisive p)ollcy.

Aniothecr matter of great implortanice which camne
incidenitally before the Board was a memnorial from the
Jajpani C'onferenice asking for compllete autonomry. We
,Say - inicidleitally,>' becauise the memiorial is addressed
to the General Conference, as the legislative body, and
camne before the Board of Missions only for informa-
tion. There cani lbe to doul't, however, but that the
wholje subjcct will l'c carefuily corisidered l'y the
Board during the year, and that recommendations wilI
be sent forward to the General Conférence in Septem-
ber next. Th'le question is one of profound importance.
Thle whole tenidenicy of the churches in Japan is
towards absolute self-government ; but at this early
stage ini their history there are practical difficulties in
the way, requirirlg careful thought and wise handiing,

It was foreseen that a number of questions pertaifr.
ing to the constitution of the Missionary Society and
the administration of its affairs would require the
attention of the next General Conférence. It was aiso
foreseen that it would be quite impossible for the
General Board to, give the time necessary for a ful
con sideration of these questions. It was therefore de-
cided to refer ail such matters in the first instance to
the Committee of Consultation and Finance, with in-
structions to print the results of their deliberations,
and send a copy to each member of the General Board
in time for a thorough revision before the assembling
of the General Conference. We venture to say that
no more important matters will engage the attention
of the Cori ference than those that concern our m ission-
ary work.

The Society's Anniversary.

O N the evening of Tuesday, October ioth, a lair
audience assembled in the Centenary Churck.

Devotional services were conducted by General Super-
intendent Carman and Rev. W. R. Parker, D.D. The
chair was occupied b>' the Hon. W. E. Sanford, wh»
presided with his usual, ability and tact, and choice
selections of music were rendered b>' the efficient choir
of the church. The following abstract of the Annual
Report was read by the General Secretar>':

l'o present an abstract of the Society's operatîons, even
for a single year, is no easy task. The field is so wid;,
the work so varied, the incidents so numnerous and ini-
teresting, that to condense the information without ornitting
much that would be eagerly read, seems to bc an impos.
sibility. And yet a bare outline is, all that is practicable in~
a report like this.

THE FOREIGN WORK.

In Japan, after twenty years of labor, we have a mission-.
ary forýe, il told, of soie sixty-four persons. This includes
both foreign and native missionaries and all classes of native
hielpers who are supported, in whole or in part, by înissionaty
fun)ds, but does flot include the agents of the Wonians
Ni ssi1onary Society. The number of communicants 1s 1,987;
and the minutes of the last annual Conference rep)ort 1,697
as the average attendance at public services, 1,445 children in1
Sunday schools, and church property valued at 66,433 yen,
equivalent to about $46,500. So far as material prosperity
it concerned, the results are encouraging, and in sorte of the
congregations there are cheering evidences of spiritual growtli;
yet it cannot be saîd that resuits, on the whole, have equahie<J
the expectations which the missionarîes and the Board alike
were led at one timie to cherish concerning the rapid spread
of Christiariity in japan. Perhaps we expected too mudi,
and did flot make sufficient allowance for prejudices arising
fromn race, religion and national sentiment, which in Japan,
perhaps more than in any other nation, raise a barrier against
the spread of an allen faith. Certain it is that for sorte
years past converts to Christianity have flot multipie
rapidly in japan, for lbas the attitude of the p)eople toward,
Christianity been as friendly as miany expected it would l'e.
This condition of affairs is not peculiar to the missions of
the Methodist Church. It is equally true of ail Churehe,
laboring in Japan, and shows that Christianity is now passing
through a most critical period in the land of the rising Sun.
At the sanie time it is cheering to know that our missionaries
abate flot one jot of heart or hope, but confidently anticipate
the triumph of Christ>s kingdom through the length and
breadth of japan.

From WVest China, our new foreign missiont, there are tid.
ings of good cheer. Thus far the work has been of a
preliminary kind, and the missionaries, with the excePtion


