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ilike "I forget the beggars'
he added, "but you know the
mnean"; and so the pair came
ed to the eastern base of the
y rarnid; and he helped lier
ken stones'Up a step or two,
,icy sat together facing the
.1Jiie and the stili more dis-
mn. He sat very near to ber
1 te capture lier hand, but at
.nent came the necessity of
,- hier wraps more clesely
r, and he gave up the quest
moment. Even so blase a

[,oard Warlingham neyer had
setting for a proposai than
fortune in this case. The
of the moon filled the lust-

ýs of the lady beside him.
themn rose this great monu-
8gypt's power; egypt, wbose
as a very goddess of love;
Lt one time the treasury of
d, and, before his Lordship's
en at that moment floated the
Iow of fifteen thousand sover-
r annum. In front of them
the languorous East. Every

ent of situation was satisfied;
r ail, she was deucedîy pret-
;Lerdship admitted when he
sideways at her as she sat
1 on the elevated flfth step
reat Pyraniid. The influence
ges was upon her. She gazed
ýast as the Sphinx gazed ta
.h, and as silently. Hither-
id spoken almost pertly, one
y, were not sucli a saying in-
c when she held the rank

A real countess cannet
peak perti>'; a king can do

~.Lord Warlingham drew a
ith as he recognized the per-
)f his stage management-a
ith as he recognised the per-
gh. He wished he knew the
iristian naine, s0 that he
gin tenderi>'; 'but as he was
on that point, he was camn-
use her titie, wbich he re-

was bad form, as if a friend
ressed but as "your Lord-

tess," he began soiemnl>', "on
meceting yeu heid that our

àûp was a very distant one."
nost gasped, and the enchant-
the Orient fade4 frani her

she turnied it upon him. A
s Western twinkle came into

and somiewhat chilled the
talit>' sa well pertrayed b>'
tremuleus veice.
if we are relations, we are
ver>' close o*nes at this nrio-

Whereat she shifted a iittle
:tlong the fifth step toward
i. "Tc tell the truth, I had
you were here." She laugh-'

Y.
iight have discouraged a less
rer, but it merely proclairned
YVarlinghamn that lie rnust put
foot forwards. It also ban-
in his mind those two words

cablegramn in lis po«cket,
ter," which had been rather
himn during the evening.

teis, I was neyer more seri-
lihfe. We have known each
a short time, yet this brief

Ls been to me a-a--"
nterval of blîss hitherto un-
in miy-ifl my intercourse

[r siren sex.' Is that what
ito sa>'? My dear cousin

on, is this-is this a proposal
n the waiv?

To me, however, it is the mest fate-
ful momient of my existence. 1 freely
admit that I bave led a somewhat
aimless life. This has doubtless been
mny own fault. Yet not entirely. If
a man has a guidîng star, his course
through-"

"Oh! I read somnewhere that onc
corner of this Pyraxpid points ta, the
North Star. Do you know if that is
true ?"

"'I must confess I have not the
siightest idea."

"Let us find eut. It miust be one
of the seuthern corners, of course,"

She was about ta spring froni the
fifth step, but lie laid a restraining
hand upon hers,,which, in this in-
stance, had net the opportunt>' ta
seek refuge in adjusting the wraps.

"Neyer mind the North Star,' l'e
saîd.

"But it is a fixed star; just the one
ta be a reliabie guide for an erratic
man. Are you sure it isn't the star
you are longing for ?"

"I amn quite sure. The star I arn
langing for shines frorn your eyes.
As I said in the beginning, you spoke
of our distant relationship. I wish
ta make aur relationship the closest
bond that can bind twa human bc-
ings tagether."

"You speak a great deal about aur
mythical relatienship, Lord Warling-
ham. I have lived ail] my life in
Devonshire; yen have 1ived mnuch of
your lif. in London. Well, the
Great Western Railway has a speedy
and excellent service, Why did youl
neyer look up your lanie cousin be-
fore ?",

"How could I know ?»
"Hew could y ou know what? Did

you think we had nothing to eat in
the house? Or do y ou mnean that I
arn Sa transcendletly bautifu1 and
charming. You ought ta know that
people say I arn decidedl>' eccentric.
Sane give it a harsher terni. \\'at
is it yau ceuld flot know ?"

"I could flot knaw that you were
the one of ail this woridj ta nie, uintit
I had met you

"I see."1 The lady naodded several
tinies, while hie gazed at her with ill-
concealed appjrelhension. "This, then,

is popsa] a 1suspected Well,
1 have neyer' had a jproposa], and a-
turaîlly I arn sornewh at a loai how
ta acf. I ani, nevertheiess, delighited
ta think that t1re first time I have
appeared, as it were, in publie, I have
been honoured byso dhstinguished a
persan as Lord Warlinigharm."

"I asic you ta be ni> wife, What is
your answer ?" Hi8 Lordship w\a.s
piqued by her nonchalant reception
of what ah. had described as an
hanour, and nat heing a schoolboy,
as l'as been remarked, l'e thotight it
best ta bring the question to a definite
issue.

"Shauld a persan answer immnedi-
atel>'? It is £0 imiportant you know.
In penny novelettea they alwaya ask
for tite. Do you ever read penny
novelettes ?'

"No," hie replied gruffly.
"They are ver>' intereating."
«I -suppose they are,'" For the. firat

tume during thia unsatisfactory con-
versation, the f car penetrated throu<h
his Lordship's arniaur of seif-conceit
that thua accursed dani-buider hadwon the fortune while lie was wait-
ing for informiation regarding ita ex-
tent. He7 Ieaned over towarda lier
and said in a low voice-

"Arn I too late?"
"I don't think se," she repiied

brightly, glancing up at the. ioon,
whic hadrisen perceptiblï aince

the>' had taken their seats. 'It can-not b. more than half-past ten, orpenhapa eleven. But don't you think
it las getting more and more chili>'?»

'Ys, aaid his Lordship, with asighi that was genun.Ithsbe
(-h;lwne ;,__ bas_ bee.
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