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A Continent's Drama

W HILE the newspapens are bnsy printing silly
despatches describing the escapades of a
lunatic or sensationai accounts of murders

and suicide, the reai drama of the continent is
being overlooked. Not wholiy, because many ýwise
men are reading carefuily the fragmentary de-
spatches from Washington, wbere Woodrow Wil-
son, professor and president, is slawly but surei
overtunning the precedents of haîf a century. T he
United States tariff, monardh of its kind, is totten-
ing ta a fall iHigli Protection is stricken with aid
age, and cannot defend its offspring.

Not that it really matters mucli, except in theony
and in sentiment. Under a red-uced tariff, the
people wiil not bave much more and "the interests"
not mucli less. But it is interesting ta note the
downfali of a theory for which men have faught
honestly and sincerely. It is equally interesting ta
witness the andour of the Knights, equaiiy honest
and sincere, wbo erect a new theory in its stead.

The rnew condition of tariffs will materially affect
Canadians-it may lie of more importance ta tlem
proportionateiy than ta the. people of the United
States. First, it prevents any taik of higher customs
duties in Canada. Second, it means the end of the
neciprocity measure which convulsed the Canadian
people in the sumnier of 1911. Third, it spelîs a
readjustment of aur commercial relations with aur
neanest and most important neig'lboun.

Canadians should pander and study the situation
and try ta forecast the future. The ancient policy
of United States trade, since 1868, witl its note of
repression towards Canada, is being abandaned.
The opportnnity which many Canadians have de-
sired is at end. If there is value in it, aur comn-
mercial intelligence must find it. The scenles are
shifting, and theactors mnust bave clear eyes, active
minds and swift feet,

Who Ls Non-Partisan ?

N ON-PARTISANSHIP does not impIy th at aN Conservative mnust vote Liberal, or that a
Liberal m-ust vote Conservative. A Causer-

vative may be non-partisan and stili vote Conser-
vative; a Liberal miay be non-partisan and stili vote
for Liberal measures. The non-partisan is one who
can see some good in the party to which he does
flot profess adherence as well as in the party ta
which lie is nominaily attached. More important
still, lie will try ta have bis own party adopt a
national attitude on national questions.

A prominent man in Nonth York, where Han.
Mackenzie King was an unsuccessfui candidate at
the last general election, asked the writer the other
day if non-partisanshiin eant that Mr. KinLy would

becauýse there are no0 areas around Ottawa which
can be bought as "farmn lands."

The objection is superficial. If the Legislature
gave permission ta expropriate, it would no doubt
lay,.down a basis on which values would be ascer-
tained by the commissioners who would decide the
values. Where lands have neither sewers, side-
walks nor transportation facilities ta whichý they
have contributed i11 taxes, the city of Ottawa should
obtain tbemn as "farm lands" plus a reasonable
allowance for improvements. In ot 'her words, Ot-
tawa would pay for their present value, not their
speculative value aiter settlement bas begun. Other
lands a.lready held by small *owners would be
assessed especially for the improvements contem-
plated and would be subject to any-changes which
would be made in the plan of streets, driveways
and parks.

Again, if a large land-owner refused ta seli his
land ta the city, he can be brought ta his senses
by buying land farther ont and witbholding ligit,
pavements, sewers and waters from him or bis
assignees. This sort of punishment is a common
practice in Europe. They do not believe, over
there, that compactness is a necessity in city build-
ing. Boston is another exampie where good suburbs

A New Serial
N EXT week we shall commence our new

serial story, "'The Red Virgin," by G.
Frederick Turner, au English novelist.

The heroine is a woman ruler of the slums in
a central European maûnarchy-a woman of
exceptional character and remarkable mcntal
strength. To Canadians, the story is interest-
ing becausiz it pictures a life which is in such
striking contrast with that on this con tnent,
and explains why European problems are so
different from Canadian. Furtherit descrtbes
the sort of civilisation from which many of
our newer citizens are taken, and hence, will
tend f0 increase our sympathy for these unde-
veloped peo pie. The Red Virgin fought ta
save lives and prevent suiffering in her limited
slum circle; her work m-ust be continued in
Canada.

One of the leadi-ng characters is a militant
suffragette from England who goes ta Wieden-
bruck for a holiday. Her meeting with the
Red Virgin tea~ches her that down-trodden
humanif y needs more than an extension of the
franchise.'

The stary is full of thrilling incident and
compelli-ng adventure. King Carl dies, his son
is a minor, and there is a riotous struggle over
the regency. Fritz of Friedrichsheim and
Herr Saunders are the men whom the author
elects to play the major parts, with Cyrd'- of
Wolfsnaden as the villain.

Watch for the first inst<4inent next week.

REF LEC TIO0N-S
By T HE EDITOR

the reverend Sisters got for it. Perhaps the street
extension was necessary. But is it f air that a re-
ligions corporation sbould hold property for a hun-
dred years without taxation and tben selI that
property ta the citizens wbo bave created the in-
creased value at a tremendous figure?

Botb tbe Roman Catholic and Protestant churches
have profited tremendously by the increase in value
in their civic holdings. The Roman Catholics have
profited more than the others because of their
private hospitais, convents, schools, and other re-
ligious and semi-religiaus organizations, and their
policy of owning a great deal of Teal estate. Would
it not be fairer if these reiigious bodies paid, say,
fifty per cent. of the increment in the value of their
property in lieu of taxes?

France faced this question some years ago and
confiscated ail churcli property. Such action would
bce shocking ta our serise of justice. Nevertheless,
the religions bodies and semi-religiaus corporations
are acquiring vast wealth througb their abîlity ta
hold land without. paying taxes. .Unless this policy
is changed by argument, the day may came when
it may be changed by agitation, wbich would lie
unfortunate..

Fali in Wages

THE coming winter wili see a general f aIl inT thle rate of wages. The "scale," being an
agreement between unions and employers'

associations, will not be affected, but many men will
hire at less than the scale, and some who bave been
getting more than the scale will find their wages
dropping ta scale level. This wili occur because
there will be less employment this winter than for
severai winter seasons, and becanuse wages have
risen abnormally in recent years.

This fali in wages will be severely felt by many
îndividuals, but on the whole it will do good. The
working men bave been getting such high wages
that tbey have grown careless. 'rbey are not as
conscientiaus in their work as they once were, nor
are they as prudent and unprodigai. Tbey have
shared in the prosperity of the employers and the,
financiers, and have acquired mucli the same reck-
less dis-regard for money and its value. Readjust-
ment is as necessary for the working man as for
the merchant, the manufacturer, the banker, and
the investor.

Steadying Down
JR. H. V. MEREDITH, manager of the Bank
li of Montreal, returned f roni an extended-

trip through the West ta remark that he
found, "a steadying down ail around." A record
crop, f uily harvested before the frost, has reiieved
the tension and the pessimiîsts have again turned
inta optimists. If the optimists have learned the
lesson, ail wiii be well.

Eastern hoiders of Western real estate should
,sell promptly whenever they see a profit, even if
that profit is small. There are thousands of f an-
mers and mechanics who hld Western town-lots
on which tbey will find it difficult ta mnake a profit.
These should seil whenever they can, even if it
mneans a sacrifice. Holders of inside property wiIl
do rmuch better and should hld for a genuine
advance.

The steadying down process should also be ex-
tended ta Montreal and Toronto. In bath these
cities suburban property bas been overdone. The
prices of 1912 wili bardly be duplicated bef are
1915. In both cities there are enougli subdivisions
an the market ta provide building lots for the next
ten years, and still leave a tidy surplus of unbuiit
home-sites.


