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and toour Most Holy Pathar; whose nuthotity. and rights” are'vulneratdd, dccording to nfy
- opiniou, and-that, without favauring the Lpiscopulauthority. Al this, 'As yourprudence -
willsuggest, vequires the gredtest seeredy 3 dud with the same,  Lwill communicate to'ydit
- every diviinstance, as it sliall wke place, thar muy, contribute to dirget ' our proceedings
tor he {wure. co R T i cro o

L8 God presdive, &e.

. . e Most Hlastrious Sir, &c. Co T -
S Co L (Sigaed) o0 P. Arehbishop of Niceal !
- To the Mast THustifons Dean and Chapter -+~~~ « o o 0o 000
~of the Holy Clureh of Malagal - " E
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(2). Most Serene Lovd,—The Nuncio of his Holiness hias hieard in the greatest bittermess
- of his heart, that your Highness is on the eve .of elrculating and publishing -the Manifestd
. -and Deerce of the August Cougress, .in . which his Majesty declares the tiibunal of the
* Holy Inquisition to be incompatible with: the . Dolitical “Constitution-of ‘the Monarchy,
and substitutes anotlhicr ‘which may, according to wise-and just -laws, protect the Cutholic
~ Apostolic Roman Religion, the only trug one, which exclusively of all others, his Majesty
~has’so piously sunctioned.  No one, ‘even among:the native Spaniards, feels more tespect
Vthaa L do towards thae August Congress, nor will. any one exceed my punctuality in
- obeying its wise commands. - But the subject in question’ belongs to the Chureh, ad is |
of the greatest importunce, and of a.very highly: important nature, as one in which ™
Religion is concerned, und from which-it - may“suffer- irceparable-injory.  A- Tribunal is A
‘going to be suppressed or abolished, which was established by :the Holy Father in ‘the '
exercise of his Primacy wnd Supreme Authority over ‘the Church,: for objects. purely -
- spiritual, us the prescrvation of. the ‘Catholic Yuith, and the extirpation of Hetesiesy
thereby leaving without ‘effect the power which his Holiness had delegated to- that .. .
- ribunal.  In such a'case, and being enjoined to'me by the brief of my . legation: to
make the greatest possible -exertion, in all things - concerning’, the Catholic . faith, and
- the 'Holy Roman Church, s also to do- whatever I may find to be,in’ favour, of ithe .
Church ;" and for, the cousojntion and. edification of the .people,- and the -honour of 'the: ' .
Holy See, L'should be'wanting to all these sacred duties, if, with, the: greatest. respect: ay ~
well'as with: the, Cluistian Liberty-of an Apostolic Legate and a ‘Representative of'the
Pope, [ did not state, to your ‘Highness,; that the; qbolition of the Inquisitionmay- be
extremely injutious to Relizion, whilst it actually wounds the sights and™ primacy of the -
Romuan Pontill, who established it -as, neeessury’ aod beneficial to the Church -and the
Tuithlul.  Whae can, henceforward prevent the diminution of “thut: reverence and sube
mission which all Christians owe to-the decisions of the Vicar of Christ, the, visible head of the.
~ Church,when in her very bosom, and duriig the holy sacrifice of the Mass, they shall be'told, . "
that o' Tribunalestublished, keptup and defunded tor three centuries, under thesanction
ofithe most severe-penalties, by the Popes, is not only usclesy, bat detrimental 1o Religion”
itsclf, and contrary to the wise and just laws of a Cutholie Kingdom t~=1fihis- Holiness
~were ' free at the present moment, -[° should  content myself with giving ‘him néticel.of = ' .
© this eveat; ‘but as He i,  most unfortunately, kept in, the',ca?t‘iyity;which‘* we:so much | .
lament, 1 find it necessary and indispensable to ‘protest, in' his' namie, against aninnos’
vation of such influence in the Cliurch of $pain, and which wounds .the rights, of :the
- Bupreme Pastor: of the Uuiversa) Chureh, the 'Yiear of Jesus' 'Christ ; "and trust that
your Holiness, led by your well-known religious feelings and consummate’ prudeace,<will -
take the most effectual ‘ineasures, in’ order “that the -Angust Congress,” wlio soardently ©
desires to -protect. the Religion wo vrofess, may be pleased to suspend the exceution
and publication of their Decrees, until,” av suine more happy-period, “the approbition’or
~ consent .of the Roman - Pontiff may be’ obtained, oy, inhis - definlt, thatof the Nationall .
Council, whose peculiar provinee it is to regulate these religions and’ ccclesiastical’ matters!
Noac of these. considerations. can’ escape- his*Majesty’s . wisdomn ;.nor: can’_his; great -piety
takicitamiss that” X, - in” the exercise of. my minisiry,  and; with, all:the/ necessary: seerecy. ..
and dud sense of “submission, shoald, "through = your:medium, Jay before: His :Majesty~ .
this most humble Petition, sointimately. connected: with the geod of: the'Universal Chureh, * -
aod especially of the. Church of Spain,the happiness of shie Manarchy; and-even thethongur™ *
and prosperity of His'Majesty ; which s the, object of .my most. ardent'wishes, as welll
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as of 1oy incessant prayers' o Heavea. God preserve, &eeo o0 - o
o a(Sigaedy T TP, Arckbishop of Nicea,
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Most” Serenc Lord President, and. " . Duecio of his.Holiness.
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" (3) - Most' llnstrious’ Sirt—Sir, my. most, esteemed  Brother,—~I ‘have. thought that-it
© ‘Became’ my. office to--femonstrate” to’ the: Regency,. coiéerning: the Decrees. ot .the augusts
Congrass, which'are” drdered /16 *be" Circuluted  and’” publislied, for:the ‘abolition;.of: the;-
Holy: Inquisition;;~and"-also o giveiyou this" information, and et you' Know, that fthe
Chapter of this Cathadral, isede” vucante, 'withsitheapprobation:! of-the :Br§h9p§-~\§csxg1‘ep§ il
~ this:town, ‘ase ideigrmined’ not o+ put’i the sdid Pecrees inta execution; withoutrithel
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