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was left behind?" asked Sanders.
"Lord, we did not flnd him."
Lambaire made a littie choking

noise in his throat, Whitey stared,
saying nothing. He haîf rose, then sat
down again.

"Was there a grave?"
The native shooli bis head.
"We saw an open grave, but there

was no man in it." Lambaire shot i,
swift startled glance at tlie man by
his side.

"There was no sign of the white
master?""None, lord, he had vanished, and
only this left behind." He dived Into
the inside of his stained blue tunic
and withdrew what was apparently a
handkerdhief. It was grimy, and one
corner was tied into several knots.

Cynthia rose and took It In lier
liands.

"Yos, this was my brother's," she
sald in a 10w voice. She lianded It to
Sanders.

"'There is sometliing tied up here,"
lie said, and proceeded to unknot tho
handkerchief. Tliree knots in ail lie
untled, and wlth endli untying, Save
the last, a little grey pelible fell to thie
table. Ia the last knot were four littIe
pebibles no0 larger than tlie tlp of a
boy's finger. Sanders gathered thern
Into the palm. of lis hand and looked
at tbem curlously.

"Do you know what tliese signify?"
lie asked Whltey, and lie shook bis
head.

Sanders addressed thie natien
Arablc.

"Abiboo," le said, "you know the
ways and customs of Alebi follk-
what do these tliings mean?"

But Abiboo was at a loss.
"Lord," lie said, "if they were of

camwood it would mean a marriage,
If tley were of gum It would mean a
journey-but tliese things signifv
notling, accordlng to my knowledge."'

Sanders turned thie pebbles ovcr
witli lis fInger.

'Il arn afrald this beats me," lie bp,-
gan, wlien Amber stepped forward.

"Let me ose them," lie sald, and
they were emptled into hie palm.

He walked with them to thie win-
dow, and examined *tliem carefully.
He toole a kalfe from lis pocket and
scraped away at tlie duil surface.

Ho was lnteasely occupled, so much
so that lie dld not seem to realize
that lie was arresting the inquiry.
They waited patiently-three-fIve-
ton-minutes. Tlien lie came bacle
fromt the window, jingling tlie pelibles
in bis hand.

IlTlese we may keep, 1 suppose?"
lie said; "1you liave no objection?"

Lambaire shoole his head.
Ho was calmer now, tliougi lie lad

no reason to be, as Whltey, Ilcking hl
dry lips, reallzed. Theo next words of
the Commlssionor supplIed a reason,

"You say that you buried Mr. Sut-
ton at a certain spot," lie sald grave-
ly. sIMy mon find no trace of a
grave-Save an open grave-liow do
you explain this?"

It -took little to induce liantc Ia
Lambaire--Witey gave hlm no
chance of betraying bis agitation.

,,l give no explanation," lie piped in
lis tliin volce; llwe burled hlm, that's
all we know-your mon must have
mistaken tlie Spot. You can't detain
us any longer; lt's against tlie law-
wliat do you accuse us of, boy? We'vo
told you everything there IS to tell;
and you've got to mako up your mind
what you are-going to do."

Ho said all this lI one breath and
stopped for lack of ît, and what lie
said was true-no one knew the fact
botter than Amber.

"ILot me ask you one question," lie
sald. "Dld you dîscover the diamond
mine, of which we have heard 180
little, before or aftor the-dsappear-
ance of Mr. Sutton?"

Lambaire, who was directly ; ad-
dressed, made no reply. It was safer
to rely upon Whltey when matters of
LhronologY were concerned.

"ýBefore," said Wliitey, after the
slightest pause.

" Long beforo?"
".Yes-a week or $0."$
Amber tapped the table reStleSSlY-

like a mnan deeP In thouglit.
",Dld Mr. Sutton know of the dis-

covery?"
"INo," sald WhlteY--alld could have

bitten his tongue at the slip; "1when
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