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vated with the Reforin party, till the coalition of 1854 broke up the aid

parties ; and then they drifted inta ail alliance with the Conservatives.

Nor is it correct, as Mr. Withnow assents, that it was ta check this ascii-

lating balance of power that the double majority was invented. The

double majority was born of the inter-provincial inequality of represeflta-

tien, wbicb bad gradually gnown up with the gnowtb of population, and

its abject was ta prevent any law affecting eitber province being passed,

in the united Legisiature, in opposition ta the voice of a majonity of its

OWnl nepresentatives.

There is no warrant whatever for the statement that if the Rebellion

Losses Bill of 1849 bad not become law, the French Ilwould bave been

driven into disaffection and probabiy into revoit." Nothing was farther

frorn thein minds, at that time, than revoit; nor was the Annexation

Uanifesta pubiished in Montreai about the samne time, "4a mere outburst

Of pantizan feeling." A mare passionless document was neyer written.

PaOlitical it was nat, in a party sense. Annexation was advocated on

Purely commercial grounds.

Mr. Withrow forgets ta state tbat the differential duties, the abolition

'If wbich hie mentions, impiied and were intended ta imply, a systeni of

equivaients, English manufacturers baving a preference in Canada, and

Caniadian timber baving a preference in England. Canada, relieved of the

bunthen, lost tbe compensating priviiege. The change meant that tbe

Bwaddling ciathes of a young colony bad ceased ta be suitable ta the stature

Wbhich Canada had then reacbed, and that Engiand liad diecovered that

lier true paîicy îay in free trade with ail the worid. With the fail of the

difl'erentiaî duties, wbich fonmed a reciprocal obstruction, the last pillar of

the aid colonial systemn crumbied away.

Mr. Withrow is nat fainiy changeable with wilfui perversion. His

Illistakes arise fromn inattention, fromn a habit of taking for gnanted etate-

'flents that requine corroboration, from, foliowing unsaf e guides, and trans-

'lcibing witbout criticizing. It is wben bie becomes an apologist, that

lie îs hiable ta get off the balance. In noticing seine charges against Sir

ePrancis Hincks, bie throws the biame, if blamie there wene, on some of bis

Colleagues. H1e says that if samne of Sir Francis' coileagues acquired public

Praperty, Sir Fnancis left public life poor. From. this statement the neader

Wauld not learn that Sir Francis was one of the purchasers ; the truth

being that, wbether the act wene innocent or culpable, hie pnobably acquired

,4iare public property than any of bis colleagues. C. L.

'WEAK POINTS IN THIE ENTER TAINMENT8S 0F

,SOC[ETY.

'UII' business of life attended ta, men and women seek amusement acconding

ta their tastes, and as circumstances allow. lndeed, penhaps in a certain

seaise the abject of ail work is ta satisfy the craving for pleasure, or ta

gain the means for that happiness whicb the human heant is always seeking

for. Among the iuast prosperous ciass, where the necessanies of life bave

"ot ta be struggied for, there is often almost as unending a struggle for amuse-

inent as in the poorer ones for the whenewithal ta live, s0 that we find

nan'y people making a Ilstudy " of their amusements, frequently witb

"ery unsatisfactory resuits. Some one bas said somnething ta the effect

that Illf e would be tolerable if it was not for its amusements," a senti-

"i6ent calcuiated, one would imagine, ta damp the ardour of pleasure seekens.
0 tie would ask je the authon of such a blasé remark an individuai with

bUlndreary proclivities, or does hie rnerely exaggeraie the unexpressed senti-

irents of a number of the devotees of society 1

In Canada we rather pnide ourselves that aur social gatberings are full

of life ; and if in the Old World an air of boredom, assumed or real, je much

'ri vlogue, it cannot be said ta be the fashionable craze in this Dominion;,

Yet there is, except witb aur young people, a perceptible lack of enjoymient

te those attending aur private parties. Now, as witb the best directed

6i1ergies it je impossible ta retain, for any great length of time, a youth-

lIness that leaves the most of us ail too soan, this is an unsatisfactary statE

Of affaire, particuianly as even with the firet flush of youth gone, there

remuai 1,s with us immense capabihities for enjoyment. Entertainens,

how*ever, find no diffieulty in getting their invitations accepted, whiel

neetnls a. contradiction ta the statement that there je a lack of enjoymenl

te the participants of their gaieties, wbicb, if people will grumble about

theY stili aiea will go ta. If parents go ta look after their fledglings

Passée girls, ta try and prove they are not passée, others because the So-and

S0'% have a £ine bouse, are swells, and everyoroe who je anyone je gaing, then'

is a, hope, however remote with ail, of extracting a littie enjoyment out o

the 6vening, a hope very frequentiy unfulfilled. The fault sametitues lie

111 the guests, oftener with the basts, wbo having provided a great suppe
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and thrown open their beautiful rooms feel that they have donn their

duty, and leave their guests to flnd their own amusement. Now-a-days

every one with means and taste expends both, in gettîng together objects of

art, a friendly rivairy existing as to who bas the choicest pictures or bric-

a-brac, while the one who at some party can provide a surprise in the way of a

new floral decoration scores the triumph. But tbough we may have a keen

eye for beautiful objects, some of us have occasionally wished something

else had been providect for our entertainment. Dancing parties are given

more frequently than any others, and to those wlio at one time desire ta

pay off ail social debts, are decidedly the most successful. Provide dancers

with music, and a good floor, and they will flnd no other entertainmient

baif so delightf ui. The customary engagement cards, with ail their facilities

for rctaining good dancers, securing pleasant tête-citêtes, and getting rid of

undesirabie partners, leave little to bie wished for, but ta those who cannot

Iltrip it on the liglit fantastic toe," ta chaperons and wall-flowers, "I ooking-

on " becornes decidecily wearisome. As ta the chaperons, well, no one

oxpects themn ta enjay theumselves, or receive any attention except it is ta

be led inta the supper-roam first; the wall-flowers are sometimes a source

of anxiety, for they 'I are young," or supposed ta be, and ought ta enjoy

theumselves. The gentlemen who support the walls and door-ways are

generaily considered able ta look after themselves, but ta ail who do not

dance there is a terrible want of something ta do ; the men grow moody,

and look it, the ladies who feel the eyes of the world are upon them,

wretched-a wretchedness they endeavour to hide under amiies and

fluttering fans. As it is a general supposition that no two persans of the

samne sex can enjoy conversing together at a party, most women prefer ta

be seen in company with a man, be hie neyer so uninteresting, to that of their

pieasantest feminine friend, as the absence of an escort at the Bide of a lady

gives the general impression that she is being neglected-an impression

the average woman would do anything ta avoid. One other great reason

that the middle-aged. and those not in the ranks of the young do not enjoy

aur assembiies is the manner in wbich the old and young separate at our

g(atherings, and a growing want of courtesy on the part of the latter ta

their eiders. Wbat young lady will be bathered talkine ta a gentleman with

grey bain, or whiere is the young mani who would think it worth while ta

make himself agtreeable for haîf an hour ta the matron ta whomu he is

perhaps indebted for much hospitality ï How little cane do our youth fui

society-goers take ta bide that they think IlMr. A. an old f ogy," and

Mns. B. "lon the shady side of forty." Now Mr. A. may consider yonder

Miss Ilan insignificant chit of a girl," wbile Mrs. B. regards the young

inan merely as "la friend of the girls," yet their indifferent attention, the

intangible slight, may annoy each of them, and be a reminder that youth

bas lef t them : a fact tbey migbt otherwise forget for a happy hour or two.

Then again, bow speediiy do the married join the ranks of tho "luninter-

esting." A pretty, young, married woman may enjay herself for a season

or sa, but a man finds bis prestige vanisbes with lis young lady acquaint-

ances as soon as hie bas piaced the golden circlet on the finger of one of

tbem, and usuaily cornes ta the conclusion that "ldances are a bore," and

were it not for his wife's wishes would probably give themn up altogether,

for woman does not get tired of parties anything like as soon as man: it jes

bier one way of seeing the world, and she natunaily clinge ta it, and the love

of seeing and dispiaying elegant toilets is a thing of joy ta hier forever.

But if dancing-parties are duil ta a few, musical unes are so ta the majonity.

Altbough music is voted as one of the most fascinating of the arts, and ie

yearly being cuitivated ta a greater extent amang us, no parties are so

universally voted failures as Ilmusicals," and as seime people abject ta

dancing, even if possessed of all the means for entertaining, therc<,,eem8 ta

be no chance of their giving any large entertainments but those that do

not ententain. The reasans for these failures are variaus. It je not

custamary and scarceiy practicable in our Canadian cities ta obtain (except

bande) the services of professionai musicians, while amateur performances

do not aiways repay the listeners. At a large party it is impossible ta give

everyone a seat, and walking about is generaliy the only occupation for the

majority wbo, unlees some one is Ilsinging," are generally seemîngîy

obliviaus ta any music that may be going an. In this "lwalking-

about," one of the chief draw-backs ta the amusement of the evening

occurs. For instance, an acqnriintance meets a lady, asks ber ta take a

bwalk, or ta go .and look at the conservatary; she consents, and thty get on

cbarmingiy for a quarter of an hour or so; then, having exbauBted the

flowers and conversation on subjecte of mutual interest, one or other or

bath tbink it would be pleasant ta talk ta some one else, but neither like

ta say so ; s0 they probably wander around (if the crush permits) for another

fquarter of an hour, each wondering how on earth they are gaing ta get nid

s of the other, and when at last the suggestion is made, unless great tact ie

rused, the suggestor finds bie or she has wounded the amour propre of the
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