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THE LUMBER AGITATION.
The Western Retall Lumber Deal-
s Assoclation has been the subject
i( # good deal of public discussion of
te. and the impression has become
mon one that this Institution
which is doing the country
harm by unjustly enhancing the price
imber and restricting the trade
erein. All of this may be true and
w0 then the worst strictures pro-
nounced upon the lumber  dealers
have been well deserved, but, in the
ie the accusers have produced
» convincing evidence to bear out
eir charges, and until they do it
uld be well for the public to re
erve judgment. Already some have
en wrought up to a state of excite-
which is in itself injurious.
These should exercise a little cau-
n and self restruint until it has
cen shown that there Is something
) justify such an uproar. Machin-
ry Is now in motion which will short-
v demonstrate the effect of the asso-
ition upon the price and supply of
nmodity which fts

the important ¢

nenibers handle.
In the meantime it may be worth
hile for the public to notice that the
assoclation does not by any
represent the entire lumber
of this country, and that even
{ it did, its rules cannot possibly be
el 80 a8 to shut  out United
St ompetition. One of the most
int sources of supply for c
i in the west are the numerous
spruce mills which exist in various
i1s of the country These are non-
mills and are supplying
K lumber to all who would buy at
prices which constitute a very effec-
mpetition to the white pine and
ritish Columbla mills. In the higher
& of lumber the United States
n competitors most of
e, and their prices are always
rolling factor in the situation

Q! Mo frequently been stated by press
writoi« and politiclans that Canadian
farn living near the International
boundiry can buy lumber cheaper on

Qe cther side of the line than at

(" If this be true, it would be

] tersting to know why so many
American farmers find it to their in-
terest 10 come over into Canada for
ur It is a well known fact that

hey do, and that Canadian dealers

il he boundary derive a conslder-

ible rade with them.

A« inother evidence that there may
error in the charges against

he nber dealers the fact may be

in
bermen. he Investigat
show the Imn-mw in cost of manufac
turing, In proportion to the advance
in lumber

others have
room to some ports has been com-
pletely booked up for May, and some
taken for June, but this
ply to many
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pointed to that so far at least as out-
ward appearances go, ione of them
have grown suddenly rich in the busi
ness. Their profits may be large, but
thelr worldly circumstances do not
ar out such a bellef. As a matter
of fact responsihle men in the trade
assert that they do not averuge more
than 10 per cent. piofit upon thelr
yearly turnover of lumber. Their gs-
soclation rules provide for a raargin
of 20 per cent. over the wholesile cost
of the lumber landed at their yards
Out of this must come running ex
penses, interest charges and losses by
bad accounts.

Arguments such as these however
will  not satisfy the (ublic that
the

is not a conslderable amount of
truth In the charges against the lum-
ber association. They may help to
Induce reflection and disinterested in-
vestigation, which is all that the trade
may reasonably ask for The only
way to “nally settle the question is tc
have It tried before a competent tri-
bunal and this will probably be done
The special committee of the Winni-
peg city council, which has been look-
ing Into the matter, has recommended
that it be referred to the provincial

Canada Cycle and Motor Suit.

they are issued not to bulld compet-
Ing lines, but largely for the purchase
of rolling stock and motive power
ind for the extension of «ther facili
ties necessitated by the necessary
movement of the products of the

You will find that in due time t, Is
phase of the difficulty—growing out
of these new securities—will disap

As for the general situation you
may state emphatically and unequivo-
cally that it is most promising, with
the country m.-uunﬂun\ prosperous.
trade,
imple—the baron:e of the
and

Orders  on
hand run far the outlook
is decidedly encouraging

In short, summing the situation up,
not only is there prosperity eve
where, but the promises are of
tinuation of that  prosperity
long time to come."

Canadian Grocers Limited.

ronto, April G.—Application has
been received by the provincial secre-
tary's department for a char
the “Canada Grocers, Limit
is the company which has
to, and which \\HI

brace several of the largest wholesale
grocery firms in Cang and one in
Chicago. The capital stock proposed
15 $5,000,000, and the head office will

[LANITOBA FARM HOMES—G. W. MARSDEN, BRANDON. | S

attorney-general, and the council has
adopted this recommendation. Any
action that is to be taken should not
be delayed as harm is dally resulting
to the country from the widespread
publicity which Is being given to these
charges,

Presumably the agitation regarding
the lumber association has been caus
ed by the advances In prices. Manu-
facturers, however, say that the ad-
vance in lumber prices has not been

as great as the Increase in the cost of
production. It is well known that the
cost of manufacturing lumber has
been greatly inc

ased by the advance

wages and in supplids used by lum
#hou

Ocean Grain Freights.
(Montreal Gazette.)

During the past week there has been
n_improved demand v.u .
reight, and a fair amou
s been done to some |nu|- while
been quite neglected. The

oes not ap-
here has born no im-
es to note, but

tant ol

ange In

e
some of them would, no doubt, b
shaded if irm offers were made. On,

Ltd., which was organized chiefly

which holds a judgment for $1,
Writs also have been issued by
the Hamilton Brass Co.

liens on the bulldings for t

been put into the claim

M
ll wrmu ‘to me \!ml the gen-

one’in forelgn but In 1o
in no sense justified by the

23

undigested securities to
1

these securities sound or are they
do they represent value

; for what purposes have they
those are the questions.
mind and in my Judgment

stable, and those who have
them are in no wise alarmed because

be In Toronto. The applicants are
Alexander Turner, H. C. Beckett, St

air Balfour, Hamilton; Lieut. Col
John §. Davidson, W. A. Warren,
John Sloan, Toronto, and N. W, Letts,
Chicago.

Application Is also made for a char-
ter s the "Grocers' Real Estate Co.,
Limited” with a capitalization of
$1,000,000, for the purpose of carry
ing the real estate assets of the com-
pany separately from the stock and
plant

The Trans-Canada Survey.

Mr. Geo. H. Starnes, of the Trans-
Canada rallway survey, arrived in the
city Wednesday, and s staying at
the Clarendon. Mr. Perry, the engin-
eer in charge of the survev, is at Sel-
kirk, but will come up to Win-
nipeg to-day.

Mr. Starnes says that the party are
still up at the head of Lake Winni-
peg, and that about 200 miles of the
rcute has been explored. The country
is very favorable for rallway pur-
poses, as there are no very heavy
grades to be encountered. aessrs.
Perry and Starnes will leave for Que-
bec in a day or so, In order to consult
with the officlals of the road there.
They do not expect to be able to go
north again until after the boats com-
mence runnlnx on lm.ke \Vlnnlpel.

The will of the late Gustavus F.
Swift, Chicago, shows an estate valu-
ed at $12,200,000. The sum of
000 {8 donated to charity.




