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TUEF TEST OF TJtUEIFAIT11.

s~ that it works-' Faith w/uc/i worÀke1ht,"
saili the text.- To ibat end it imust first
ot ail live, for it is clear that a dead faitli
cannet work. There mnust be beart in
our faith, and the SpiriiL of God breftthing
ia kt, or Li wiii flot be the living faith of a
li vrng elilid o! God.

Being alive, true failli must flot sieep,
but mnust arouse itself as a chiid of the
day, for a slurnbeîing lnith is matter fè'*
heart-sea-cinig. Silice sieep) is coush- to
death. A wake{ui failli livrores active,
and in ils activity lies rnuch ot its proof~.

aBy tlieir fruits ye shall know thern," is
one of Christ*s oivn ruies f'or testing men
and things, and wve are to know lailli by
that whici cornes of it, by what it does
for us, land in us, and through us. Faii
is flot %vorth bavingo il it is fruitless; -,i
bas a Damne to live and 18 dead. If it
works not lit al!, iL lives not at ail, and
cannot justify its possession.

A dead God iiay bo served by a dend
failli, but l *iving, waking, working iaith
can alone plea9se the ever-liing, ever-
workinig Jehovali. God savçes us frota a
dreaming flaith ani a taling faith, and
give us "1f aith which worketh.1"

-Not words alone it cost the Lord
To purchase pardon for bis own

Noir wvil a seul by grace restored
Return the Saviour words alone."

A fardier distinction it also set forth,
that tmue faith Ilwoik t~i by love." There
are some who do many works as the re-
suit of a kiad of faith w ho, nevertholess,

ar u:fied, as for instance, Herod, who
beivdin Johin aud did nmany things,

and yetmrurdered hi sminister. Histfaith
did work, but irworked by dread and
flot love; lie fetired the stern language of
the second Eiij.A, and the judgmeats
which would corne upon bita il hoe rey'ct-
ed the Baptist's waraings, and luis fait/i
workcd b?/ fear.

The great test of the workin;- et saving
faithi is this, it Il vorket" by love." If
yon are led by your fliith in Jesus Christ
to love Him, and se to serve Hlm, then
you have thie faith of God's eleet, yen are
nndoubtedlv a saved man, and you nxay
go your wray and rejoekle in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath muade yen free. 'It
shall be joy to you to serve the Lord,

tiance love is tho niainspring of your ser-
vice.

That is the point we*are goinc, to speïk
upon this mornino-the coanection which
exists between faith and love: "1,Failli
wvhici worketh by love." IVe rnay ho
heiped te test botli our faitli and love
whiie we are speaking of the izîtermin g.
iing and interwisting of the roots and
branches of these3 twe graces, aud iL wiU
do us good te perform a thorough. self-
exarnination. Il ncvcr does a niait kam
te ovcrhtail zinse Y-and te sce in what a
state he is, whether he really is right or
noe: whether ho L., rosper ng in seul or
no. I amn afraid (,i our taking our good
estate for granted, but I amn net atraîd cf
the rnost seIf-searching self-inquiry. May
God the Iloly Spirit bless our rninisîry
to this end this rnorningy!

1. Our lirst observation wvill be this:
FA ITI A £WAYS PROD UCES LOVE.

"1FaiLli whieh wvorketh by love." When
f aith lias anything te do, she walks to the
field with lové- at lier sie. The two
graces are inseparabie. Like Mfary and
MNIartîha, thuy are sisters, and abide ini one
bouse. FaiLli, like Mary, sits at Jesas
feet, and Ixears bis words, and then love
diligeatiy gues about the liouse and ire-
joices te horior the divine Lo)rd. Faith, is
lighit, whiIe love is heat, and in every
beatn of grace f roni the Sua of rigliteons-
ness you will find a mensure et each.

r. This happen s by a iiecessity offail'
ownm naltre. The mioment a man lie-
lieves in .Jesus Ciiiist he loves Hlma as a
maLter of eourse. It is possible to trust.
in another person and not love him, but
froin the peculiar circurnstances of the
case, ouir Lord liaviagr luved us and
giveu Ilimself for us e':ut et the infinite
charity of I-is hecart, we are compelled
te love H-im the moment we repose upoit
Hita. To trust the bleeding Lamb and
not love Him is a Lhing net te be imag(:in-
ed. Faith is a coid ri'ng which, 'n every
case, te lîeaveilly jeweler sets1 With the
beryl of love! \Vater faith ivith a drop
of God's own dew and it blos2onis inte
lovo.

The first steps of the prodigal when he
cornes to himseif are ail toward bis
father's bouse and heart. When lie g&ets
home hoe May take mauy stops hit:%e.r ani
thither about bis lâther's estate, but at


