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philosophers give for the assurance that his book would be read P' +housand
years hence-that there would be book-worahippers in those far-off genera-
tions viho would name thein aide by side with Bacon and Aristotle ! IV i
not the hornage to a book that they bre afraid of. Take another view c.' it,
and suppose the German exploring expedition now at work in Greece should.
Btum«ble upon a manuscript that could be authenticated as the oldest manu-
script of Plato; or suppose in some as yet unvisited tornb of Egypt we should.
corne at lust upon the lest bookis of Manetho, could the whole receipts of this
Society for a year begin to express the competition between London, Paris,
Berlin, and Niew York to get possession of that book? And when once they
liad it, they would set ik up in a rnuseum, cover it wvith glass, lock and double
lock 'with padlocks, chain it, and leave it for the long line of scholars and
antiquaries Niho shail corne up year after year and generation after genera-
tion to pay their homage to the book. It is not the thing that they complain
of-it is thi- Book and what is in it. And w]îerefore ? Because we are

pleased .torcgise in this Book an authority. \Tery well, if man is to have
character, lie must recognise autharity sornewhere. Ris conscience is but the
:nterpreter and executor to hiin of law ; it is not the maker of law. Ris con-
science respects something. Ris intuitions recognise something. Cail it the
laws of nature, if you please ; cail it the voice of history ; caIl it the general
consent of mankind ; call it abstract truth-the principle of ethica : no mat-
ter whiat ; cail it, as we do, a living and personal God-a power sornewliere
that can say, " Thou shait and thou shalt noV "-until man recognises that,
there is no possibility of a Sterling character. Well, but they ofl'er us a sub-
stitute. Our intuitions, our moral reason-ail admirable, beautiful in their
way. One of -the ablest expounders of these doctrines s.ys, the faith of the
future must look for its moral laiw to the intuitions of the soul, noV to the
authority of abook. These intuitions -ivill. teaclius-,what? "The brother-
]îood of mankind, the love of the weak aud the lowly, evcu tliough. they be
unlovely, and will pour the spirit of love into duty." Noble, beautiful senti-
mentse; only they were spoken 1,800 years ago, and put into a Book ; and
because they were recorded in that Book, and that Book hias lived Vhruugli
these ages, there is to-day a Christian civilization, the light of which, poured
into the consciousness of these philosophers, quickens their intuitions; and
they think they have made some new discovery for the future of inankind,
when they are only reflecting an old one. Why ie it that 1 hontour Vhs
Book ? Is it because I find it speaks to my intuitions, speaL-s Vo, my con-
Science, speake to niy reason, speake Vo my whole nature, and lifts me up
above frorn the plane of Vhs life to where 1 know 1 shall live and live for
ever? If -veneration be worship, then I do worship this Book; if gratitude. for
ail that. I arn and hope to be, be worship, thon I do worship this Book ; if
loyalty to live for iV-and 1 hiope, God helping me, if need be, to, die for iV
-be worship, 1 acknowledge and confess I do worship this Book ; but only in
sucli sense as this : that it meets me as a man where, 1 most need to be mret.
There ia sucli a thing as absolute trnth, and I find it here. But absolute
trutli must have absolute authority. Now, the very fact of the power of
Vhs particular Book is one of the marvels of Ihistory, and one of the marvels
also, of mental philosophy, that scientists are bound to study and explain.
No booki has been so feared as this-feared only, however, by tyrants and
haVers of mankind. No book hias been so hated as this is-hated only by
those wlio would love darkness ana who would do eNil. But, on the other
hand-and Vhs Seoaiety is a witnee for it, and il ia, I think, the most, strik-
in., fact wvith regai i to the Book -»no book lias ever kindled sucli love and de-
votion and enthuisi, 'sm as Vhis. We have Societies for procuring correct and
revised editione of Shakespeare, and Vhey draw together the élite who have
an interest in that particular topie. Who would ever Vhink of forniing a
Society to propagate Shakespeare ail over the world ; Vo have him. ranslated
into, every Vongue and sent free on the winge of the wind to, ali the nations
of the earth 7 This ie the only B3ook that etirs men to do that ; vnd why ?


