193 GLORY BE TO THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD !

into a chapel corner and, during our chat, found out that
he belonged to this parish and, with other poor men,
anumber of them united, -had built this sumptuous church
for the rich. )

This luxury---so revolting to me a moment before
was then the poor man’s alms to the rich !

From this day-laborer I learned manv things which,
though often read, bad never been understood bv me be-
fore. His voice was mild and his kindness of heart in-
genuous while he explained that, since the kingdom of
heaven belonged to the poor, they were obliged to be ge-
nerous and give a share of it to the rich. ** This is why
we built them this church,” said he with a smile; ** be-
cause the church is a gate to heaven.”

*“ And then,” he added ** to be poor is nothing ; but
the love of poverty—-Oh! that is the poor man’s trea-
sure. Envy is the vice of slaves, those who crawl o
bite the rich ma..’s heel. A bad mendicant equals a
bad rich man.

*“ Pve often thought it must be hard to be envied
and hated as the rich always are, and to feel one’s own
heart steeled by enjoyment and the possession of every-
¢ thing. [P've pitied the young man in the Gospel who
went away sad because he had not courage to leave his
gold and follow Christ.  Many times I've wept thinking
that my wife might know black misery and my linle
ongs cry of hummr ;- but when, after giving them the
last morsel of bn.ad [ myself felt the pnuhmq.s of star-

vation, my heart sang in spite of my tears.

* I'm afraid there is no song in the rich man’s hean
while his eyes weep over his pmtul life and the king-
«“ dom he will never own ™. ... ...

Never before had 1 known a poor person to pity the
rich of earth. I found it sublime. I took his hands and
as both of us were weeping, kneeling a moment in that
remote corner, we-—both poor, he the more humble---sent
up a praver for the rich—and that it might be easier for
them to enter God's kingdom.

Confronted with that soul so elevated, so noble in its
pure faith, I realised that here was a case in which Christ
would repeat His saving to the Jews: © I say to voul

-
-~

¢

-~

-
-

-
-

-
-

¢

-

-
-

4

-

4

-

-
-

¢

-~

¢

-~

$

-




