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lieoplu, nnd tlie amount will be 6^ niilliona or
5,6(tO,()00 huninn beingi that this Province ii

cnlculnted to inpport.* But tliure it one impor-
liint iden Ihut niiiy in Monie degree modify thii
result, Hnd »o (bia the next chapter of niy Keport
id devoted. In u clirnntB like thin, it is quite ot
neccMury to have fuel ni food. In order to huve
fuel it is necessary to have wood ; to huvewootl
there must be forests, which cover b great ei-
tent of country. It is impc rtant, then, to enquire
whnt extent of country is required, to grow wood
for fuel

: the result of my enquiry is, that the ex-
tent of land (upon the mailest uvernge,) neccs-
sarjr to raise fuel for one man is nenrly jhe same
as IS required to raise foo«l for one niun ; Ihere-
f-'ro two acres of land is the smallest quantity for
growing fuel for one person. If, then, the qunn-
tity of fuel required takes up so much of the sur-
face of the country, it cannot be employed in
growing food or stock ; therefore we must make
n great deiluction on that head. A family of
five persons will require turn acres of land ; one-
tenth of the whole country must be kept in re-
erva for fuel ; but certain other considerations
will somewhat reduce this average. If the whole
fuel of ihe country were to be grown in the fo-
resU in all time to come, the country would not
support 5,600,000 people, but only 3,640,000

;

being a difference of nearly 2,000,000. Much,
therefore, depends on where the fuel of a coun-
try is to be got from ; nnd thus an important
question orises, viz., what chance is there in this
country, to get its fuel from under the ground
and not from iu surface ? Because, if fossil fuel
(or coal) can be obtained in sufficient quantity,
in future times the country will be able to sup-
port two millions of people more than it would
otherwise support. It will be a long time before
all the wood in the country will be cut down

;

but that is not the point of view in which to look
«t it

:
look, for instance, at Sussex Vale ; that

district is already so much cleared, that some
parts of it have no wood at all, and the inhabi-
tanU have to |o a longdistance to get wood ; so
it will happen in other parts of the Province ; the
land will be cleared, and the people will have to
buy fire-wood from a distance ; therefore the ge-
neral question, that it will be a long time before
all the wood in the Province will be cut down
does not apply to the wants of particular locali-
ties. But the necessity for obtaining fossil fbel
will arise long before that period can arrive

;

therefore it is a matter of grave consideration to
enquire, whether the possibility of obtaining fos-
sil fuel is real or probable, and whether it can be
obtained in such quantities as to enable the
farmer to cut down the wood on his land just as
he likes, or whether it would be more prudent
for him always to reserve a certain quantity of

*Th»re appears some illght discrepancy in tlili calcu-
lutloii, urifing, probably frnsn !bR hijrrv of -feaiiiiiir
but the flgureg «re giren exnclly aa spoken by the Pio-
HlMOt—[Rfporttr.]

'

wood land on his properly. Now, ifyon Ittok at llis
Geological Man of the Province, jou will see a
great sireti^h ol^ the yrey colour between the two
r«(/(,nndthisj'rri/ district iscalled 'Me roa/,^e/(/,'
because seamsofcoa I occurbereand heretbrough-
out that district. In some parts of the world
these coal seams are very numerous, the coal i«
easily ^ot at, and is a very profitable production;
as, for instance, in Cape liretun Island, in Nova-
Scotia, and in Great Britain. Dr. Uesner ex-
ploreil this tract of country, and indicated the
localities where he considered that coal might be
found. It appears to me, thot it is important to
enquire, whether, among these beds of sand-
stone indicated on the map, beilsofconl mav b«
found which are likely to pay for the work'ing,
nnd profitiibly to aid Ihe industrial pursuits of the
country. On ibis (ieological Mop I have miirk-
etl, by black dots, all the places where coal haa
been uctunlly found; nnd in my Report I have
collected, both from the Reports of Dr. Gesner
and from other sources, every observation that
has been made as to the nature of the coal in
this Province, nnd the probability of finding it in
greater quantities ; because the queation of a
supply of coal or fossil fuel is a vital questmn in
reference to the iigriculturul capiibilitiea of the
country, and not merely a manufacturing or
trnding question ; it is a question, indeed, of
whether the country shall support five millions
or only three millions of inhabitants. The diffe-
rence ia very striking indeed; it is the difference
between jjroducing fossil fuel from under giound,
and raising fuel on the surface of the land.
Franco is an instance of this difference ; for,
though France possesses coal mines, yet about
one-acventh part of the whole surface of that
country is under wood, to furnis' ;'i;el for Ihe
people, even in that temperate .

- ite. Yoii
will see, then, the great importance ci the quea-
tion in this colder climate ; and I ha\e therefore
brought the qneation prominently forwaitl in my
Report, and have recommended an enquiry into
the economical question, of bow fur it is likely
that coal does exist, nnd that by exploration it

may be found sufficiently plentiful nnd easy of
n'tainment to be profitably useful. Afler doing
this, I have considered other collateral topics in
my Report, which 1 now pass over; nnd I como
then to enquire, what is the actual productive-
ness of the country ; what is the state of ita agri-
culture; whether It does produce anything Rko
these aggregates which we have estimated, and
what ia the amount of produce raised in the Pro-
vince. When I addressed you on a former oc-
casion, I mentioned that there were a great many
points which it was impossible for me personally
to pronounce an opinion upon ; that it was ne-
cessary for me to obtain information on those
poinU; and that my principal object then was,
to obtain auch information rrnm nrnctirnj men Js
the Province, who were best acquainted with the
varioua matters in queition. Alter that meeting,
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