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however, those who did not know Mr. Mackenzie's

personal habita often attributed to his unaided me-

mory much that was the result of reference to those

stores of information which he never ceased to collect,

and which were so arranged as to admit of easy access

at any moment. It would be a mistake to suppose

that the large amount of religious reading he was

compelled, at an early age, to go through gave him a

distaste for that kind of literature. On the contrary,

what had been imposed as a task seems to have be-

come, in time, a pleasure, if we may judge by the

list of theological works which he voluntarily read

between the ages of eleven and twenty-four years.

He has left in his own hand-writing a list of " some

of the books read, between the years 1806 and 1819,

by W. L. Mackenzie,"* in which are fifty-four works

under the head of " Divinity," one hundred and sixty-

eight on History and Biography, fifty-two of Travels

and Voyages, thirty-eight on Geography and Topo-

graphy, eighty-five on Poetical and Dramatic Litera-

ture, forty-one on Education, fifty -one on Arts, Science,

and Agriculture, one hundred and sixteen Miscel-

laneous, and three hundred and fifty-two Novels

;

making, in all, nine hundred and fifty-eight volumes,

in thirteen years. One year he read over two hun-

dred volumes. Here the list ends, and it may be taken

for granted Mr. Mackenzie's reading of books became

less after 1824, when he got immersed in politics, and

* See Appendix A. The number of books read was thus distributed over

the different years:—In 1806-7, 89 vols.; 1808-9, 204 vols.; 1810, 79 vols.;

1811, 52 vols. ; 1812-13, 61 vols.; 1814-15, 198 vols.; 1816, 48 vols.; 1817,

63 vols. ; 1818, 49 vols. ; 1819, 88 vols. ; 1820, 27 vols.


