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From Halifax.

At the meeting of the District Committee on Monday
afternoon, the 8th of July, a survey of the Home Mission
field was made, especially that part of it which les near-
est to Halifax. A general feeling of dissatisfaction was
expreased with the condition of the work for the past
year or more, a8 well as for the present, A careful ex-
smination was made as to the root of the cause of the de-
pressed condition of the work in this department of the
denomination’s general labors. A meeting of the com-
mittee is to be held at Black Point, St. Margaret's Bay,
on the joth of this month. The secretary will ask the
churches around the Bay to send delegates to this meet-
ing with a view to co-operation in securing the services
of an efficlent man for that field, The demand for this
Is very urgent. It is to be hoped that success will attend
these efforts.

Rev, W, E. Hall reported from Fall River where he
spent the previous S8abbath, The outlook there is bope-
ful, and calls for special labor, The Rev, W. A. Snell-
ing reported from his extensive field. Rev. Richard
Kemp was present at this meeting. He began his pas-
torate at the West Hod on Sunday, the 7th, Mr, Kemp
came from Kuglend to Rhode Ialand about six years ago.
He has spent one your st Crozer and three at Newton.
He 1o & ) odng man, and enters hopetully and courageous-
Iy on his work In Halitax,

Reporter has had the pleasure and profit of reading In
manuseript a sermon preached by Dr, Chate at Wolfville,
not many weeks ago, The realling of this excellent dis-
course kened and emphasized a growing bellef in re-
spect to the ministerial labors of the Protessors of Acadia
College who are ministers of the gospel as well. On the
staff, the denomination now has four able ministers—
Rev. A. W. Sawyer, D. D,, LL. D, Rev. Thomas Trot-
ter, D. D,, the Rev, K, M. Kierstead, D. D, and the Rev.
A. C. Chute, D, D. These four men are highly endowed,

horoughly trained, and each p 8 large experi-
ence gained in pastoral labor. It is true that Dr. Sawyer
got his knowledge of the pastor's work in the early part
of his life; but it has not been forgotten, and, during all
these years, he has been a careful student of divine
truth, its propagation by the pulpit and the special work
of the pastor.

The long experience in pastoral work of the other
three is of recent date. They all are rich in their know-
ledge gained in this way. They possess the a‘t of
preaching with which they were well endowed, and
which has been made effective by long and zealous prac-
tice. Look at the four men—Each one represents a dis-
tinct order of talent which he possesses in a very high
degree. The clear and carefully harmonized concep-
tions of Dr. Sawyer, when presented from the pulpit are
both an intellectual and a spiritual feast—an exercise, a
most profitable exercise, for both the heart and the head.
Dr. Trotter then comes into view. Here {a t lent of axn-
other kind—distinct and obviously diffcrent. Poetic
sentiment blended with native sympathy, refined by
Christian experience, a ringing voice, the happy vehicle
of thought, forceful’ tact and .ekill in timing
his deliverances, always full and sound, are some of
his peculisr qualifications for pulpit ministrations.
Next in vision is Dr. Kierstead, the strong and
highly endowed preacher ; but in talent unlike either
Dr. Sawyer or Dr, Trotter. He looks for the hidden
sources and relations of truth. Rauts have no charm for
him. Imitation is abhorrent to his nature and gifts.
C d in Christ, othordox and d, he goes abroad
into the realm of revelation and all truth-—goes fearless-
ly and comies back with the fruit of his excursions. In
his soul there is a burning desire to deliver his message
to his fellow men. Students who might hear Dr. Sawyer
discuse some distinct fact or feature of & fact of revela-
tion, would be conscious of a great benmefit, That is a

to be bered, they would say. The same
students hear Dr. Trotter deliver one of his messages, and
other views of truth strike their minds, other sympathies
are awakened, and a distinct result follows. After this
the same young men and young women sit down to lis-
ten to Dr, Kierstead herald his busden obtained in his
own way, Views not presented by Dr. Sawyer or Dr.
Trotter are held up before the minds of those young peo-
Another effect comes by hearing the message of

life from the lips of Dr, Kierstead, = Following them Dr,
Chute is heard. In him is a blending of the literary,
philosophical and sympathetic. How clear all his
thoughta | How assured his beliefs | - What loyalty to
Jesus and his doctrines. What a beantifal supplement
his discourse is to the discussions of the other three

preachers.
Now in the over-rulings of God’s providence these four
ministers of the gospel are on the staff of the College

Here now is &

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

Theology at Acadia.

The report on education at the Southern N. B, Bapti
Association, was P! d on Saturday ing, by Dr.
8. MeC. Black, and after excellent addresses by Mr.
Brittain, principle of Horton Academy and Dr. Trotter,
president of Acadia University, was adopted. In his ad-
dress the President of the University spoke of the theo-
logical work now being done at Acadia, but as the hour
was late no further discussion on the report took place.
This we regretted as we would very much liked to have
obtained further information on this important subject.

As we understand the matter, the University has now

in its curriculum the regular study of the Bible. All the
students at Acsdia are expected to attend to this stody,
the fresh the sopk , the juniors and the seni-
ors, each class once & week, This makes the University
a Christian school. Beside these classes, there is taught
at Acadia for ministerial students theology, by the Presi-
dent and at the opening of the school he will be assisted
by the recently appointed professor, Dr. Chute. These
classes can be attended not only by these who are taking
the Arts course but by any ministerial student. This is
& good opportunity for any to stady theology who may
sow be or who may be expecting to presch the Ooepel
The gift of the lste Mr, Paysant of Windeor, N 8,
made it possible to establish In an enlarged degree
theology st Acadia, Oune half of this Trust Fuad ls given
by that thoughtful mau to these studying for the minle-
try st the University, the other half for theologloal study.
This gift will not only perpeluate his name but be of
lasting good. 1. Coomnis
July 15th, 1901,
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The Lateness of Christian Liberty.

BY GRORGE MATHRSON, D, D

““Then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righ-
teousness as the waves of the sea.”—lsalah xivill, 18.

Is my religion, thenm, to have a widening process as I
go? Iam told that my piece is to be ouly asa river, but
that my righteousness is to be as the waves of the sea.
1 should have expected the reverse. I should have
thought that the widest stage would be the opening stage
—that the waves of the sea would have come first, and
the river afterwards. I should have judged that many
things wonld be permitted to the beginner which wounld
not be allowed to the advit. I should have deemed that
liberty would have been greatest in the morning and
most curtailed in the aft The prophet says it is
just the opposite—in the morning I have fetters on ; in
the atternoon I am free. The simile of my afternoon
freedom is the broad ses with its bounding waves and its
buoyant b Itis g lly the simile for youth.
We think of the ship of life as being launched into an
element where care is not yet known, where nothing is
seen but the expanse, where the waters seem to touch'the
sky. We look tothe banksof the river as something
which will come afterwards, something which will break
our dream. But here the expanse is for old age—Chris-
tian old age. Here the boundlessness is for the adult—
not the youth. Here the ocean breezes are for the
autumn—not the spring. Here the wonders of the deep
are for the grey—not the go'd. Here the freedom of the
wave is for the man of the setting sun, not the child of
the dawn, ~Christian World.

E AR B

The Ministry of Sorrow.
BY PHILLIPS BROOKS,

“ Ye shall be norrowfal, but your sorrow ahall be turn-
ed into joy.''—John xvi. 20,

It must be somewhere® in the grief that the help of the
grief is hidden. It must be in some discovery of the
divine side of the that the lation of the
sorrow will be found. 1t ia & wondrous change when &
man stops asking of his distress, '* How can I throw this
off 2 and asks instead, '* What did God mean by sending
this "’ Then, he may well believe that time and work
will help him, Time, with its necessary calming of the
first wild surface—tumault, will let him look deeper and
ever deeper into the diviue purpose of the sorrow, will
let its deepest and miost precions meanings gradually
come forth so that he may se¢ them., Work, done in the
sorrow, will bring him juto evér new relations to the God
in whom alone the full interpretation and relief of the
sorrow lies. Time and work, notss means of escape
from distress, but as the hands in which distress shall be
turned hither and thither that the light of Gol may freely
play upon jt ; time and work, so acting as servants of
God, not as pubstitutes for God, are full of unspeakably

1 inistries to the suffering soul. But the real
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relief, the only final comfort, s God; &nd’ He relieves
the soul always in its suffering, not from kis sufferings ;
nay. He relieves the soul by ite suffering, by the new

ledge and possession of himself which could come

only through that atmosphere of pain.
There is something very beautiful to me ia the truth
that suffering, tightly used, is not & crampling, binding,-

467 8

restricting of the human soul, but a setting of it free. It
is not a violation of the natural order, it is only a more
or less violent breaking open of some abnormal state that
the natural order may be resumed. It is the opening of
& cage door. It is the bresking in of a prison wall.
This ia the thought of those fine old lines of an early
English poet :

The soul's dark cottage, battered and decayed,

Lets in new light through chinks that time has made.
Stronger by weakness, wiser men become

As they draw near to their eternal home.

Oh, how many battered cottages have thus let in the
light | How many broken bodieg have set their souls
free, and how many shattered homes have let the men
and women who sat in darkuess in them see the great
light of & p God! "8 by weakness !''
» Who;m through the vale of misery use it for a
well "—Rx,

o
Soul Savers.

The report of the Itallan government, describlug o
great shipwreck, said : A large ship was seen coming
10 shore last night ;| we endeavored to glve every dssist.
ance through the speaking trumpet, nevertheloms 4ot
bodies were washed ashore this morning.” That showe
the futility of sttempting to save men by speech. It s
vot the whole truth, but it ls & part of the truth, [n sav
Ing men it is very often a life for a life ; you have to give
your life to the men whom you are trylng to better,
About the least Christian act & man can do for kis brother
man is to talk about Christianity ; the case In of & man
laying down his life as Christ laid down his life. —Heuory
Diummond.

E A B

“ At Evening Time It Shall be Light.”

ZACHARIAM 14 7,

In the country of my fathers, Scotia old beyond the sea

Summer's twilight never fadeth from the mountains and
the lea.

E'er its softly shining presence fails to trace the hidden

sun,
Midnight passes, light increases in another day begun.

Days of life if days of Jesus, to the last are days of light,
Though the sun of mortal purpose flames to more before

ht,
Over .nltg. westward hillside, silvered with the falling

dew,
'l‘lur:i remaine an after glory, memory's sweet and ceértain
ew.

Sacrifices for His honor, rainbows arching through our

tears ;

Little words and acts for Jesus scattered down the path

of years—

Though we thought them unimportant in the gleam of
non day strife,

In lh: p:ceful hours of evening shine they as the stars
of life.

And this lustre of remembrance that reviews our best es-
tate, i

Does not fail us, rather brighteus, as the evening grow-
eth late, :

Beaming forth its pure reflection, always o'er the forward

way ;
And its final glow is blended with the first of endlessday !
ADDISON F, BROWNE,

NoﬂhZim. July 3, rgor.
f a8 0
The River Song.

8

IN THR MOUNTAINS,
s

"Tis a al they sing to me,

Where they flow below so merrily—

The waters shoal, the waters free.
gpnhlu.

lashing,
In song so 4
l.!ex‘l:lp. ey whicl, they shout,
ce their laughter out.

hilarions, wild,—
of the wayward
River Child.

11,
BY THR SEA.
'Tis & hymu the waters chant to me
Where, daz and still, they near the sea.
They sing of strength, tho' quiet reigns,
So low,
So slow,
Their solemn atraine,
Sing * Life is earnest, sober, strong *'—
The deep-voiced, full-grown

River Song.
—Jupson KxMprow, In Sports Afield.
aoR o8

Mr. John D. Rockefeller, who has given millions of
dollars for the support of educational and Christian ia-
stitutions, recently made an address to hissom's Bible
class in New York city, on the su of giving, in
which ed this story : When I was fourteen or

; 3 kefeller, “T did all I
a debt of about two




