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•'wa> raised to tivf years, ami ui 1SH7 to '•tcfii * ' *

"Tlie fffi-ct of tin- k-^,Ms!atioii of iSijo ami Mih-^cquei'l \ ears

"dowti tn iS(;4 has hcfii to (Idxir anv itnmiKraiit from

•acquiring,' tlic rijjhl to vote for the FirM V.>lk>ra'::vl until he

has passed the a^;e of tortv ami reside- "i !>! at least twelve

"vears in the comitry after taking the oath. *

• President Kruger hated all foreigners and foreign ways,

"seeing in them the ntin of the ancient customs of his peo-

•pie.
' All sorts of abuses sprang up.

"wlule llu- primary duties of a Governiiient aere very

••inii)ertecll iierfornied. * * ' When i.jo.ooo

"white imnngrants were congregated along the Witwater-

"srand, and were einplosiiig some fio.ow) native work

"peoiile, ;.n etVicient police, ai> abundanl water supply, good

"sanitary regulations and laws to keep licpior from the

"natives l)ecame urgently needed; and none of these things

"were provided, although taxation continued to rise and the

"Treasury was overflowing.

"AH the ritlanders had substantial grievances to

"redress. Food was inordinately dear. ^ Water

"supply^ police, sanitation were all nejMected. * ^ *

"There was also much opposition among the legal proles-

"sion, Dutch as well as I'.nglisli, for attacks had been made

"upon the independence of the judiciary, and the reckless

"conduct of legislation L^ave displeasure.
'

I cheerfully rest my case a-iainst the Hoer Government upon this

description of it by Mr. Hryce. Is there any man who knows what

freedom and justice and progress mean, who could be content to live

under such a government ;
to have the laws to which he must submit

made and administered by such people?

I am often asked by my American friends why it \-, if England is

right, that Mr. Hryce, one of ourselves, (who is accepted in the United

States as an able and impartial historian), declares the war to be an unjust

one provoked bv Great Britain. I see the difficulty and deplore it; but I

cannot pretend to ofTer an explanation. I can only reply that there are

three things I am entirely unable to understand. The first is that any one

who has carefully looked into the facts, (which, Imth as a member of the

British Parliament and as a writer on the subject, Mr. Hryce vas in duty

bound to do), can justify the Boers: the secnd is that any man with the

slightest pretensions to patriotism should, after the die has been cast, de-

liberately throw his voice and his influence on the side of the enemies of

his country ; the third is how Mr. Hryce reconciles his former with hi.-,

present utterances.


