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INTRODUCTION.

o,.« I -^^V^^ r"P*'^ '° the Fourth Class of the Public '?chooUare preparing for the Entrance Examination to High Schools T^Unaturally expected that considerable attention will be ^^ve? fk .h!lessons prescribed from time to time for this exrm nation it *s ^o?necessary however, that the whole time allotted oLheratnU.nHReading should be devoted to these lessons alone. PeVhaS ,"^U^
t^rm f^f /^" ^1 '^^'^ °^^^ ^" *^« prescribed lessons ea^fyn eachterm to find out their general meaning. Other lessons mav thfnhlaken up concurrently with the more minute study of th^Prescr^^^^

u ^« entering upon the teaching of Literature, as of any other subiectthe first business of the teacher is to assign the lesson To do ^thbproperly is not so simple a task as may at first appear The teachermus first have studied the lesson himself. befoVe he can assffn h
^ mtelligently to his pupils; and it is impossible for hin? to teach iSellgently and profitably unless he be master of the sublet heTntendsoeach, and have m his own mind some clearly-defined plan of teachinghat subject. This statement may seem a truism, yet it is to be fearedthat too often the teacher's knowledge of the lessL he undertakes toteach 13 not as clear and full as it should be, and that his notfon of .hoproper way of teaching it is very vague and indistinct

h^^^TS ^i-
*^

^K -^ *^^ '"^*5°.^ of dealing with a lesson are given

mirpT;
''''^""'

^r""^
'?^^*''-^^ ^°^ *^^ P^'-P^^^: but these are offerldmerely as suggestions, for it must not be forgotten that a iiniforr«method of treatment cannot be prescribed for all Lsons NefSwould It be possible or desirable for all teachers to pursue the sam«plan The teacher's own individuality must be a ^potent force ^neaching, and to lose that would be to lose much of his nowe? as aninstructor

.
He would become a mere teaching machine ^

How to assign the lesson.—As the first object is to get at th«»meaning of the lesson, it is necessary for the teacher to draw attent on
IIa%1^''^?''^^ T .'^'^''"!' expressions likely to confuse the punUand either to explain such expressions or give hints that wiFl Snable him to find out the explanation for himsdf. The teacher sh^^then give a short account of the Romans, and of their invasion ofBritain The story of Boadicea should be told, or the c ass^nstructedwhere to find the story for themselves. A few leading questions shouldbe asked to put the pupil in a fair way of gettinc an intellSnt ™!o^-
from the lesson. TfeTengthof the iLofm^s^be dete Sed^^^^^^^^^^cumstances. It is better to err on the side of brevity

^
\r.r J° ^''"'^ the lesson —First, get back from the pupils all themformation given them when the lesson was assigned -;xplanat onof difficult expressions, the slory of Boadicea, etc.^ Then requ "re Sepupils to read the lesson, questioning them as the reading proceeds tofind out what general impression they have received from then- study


