
niii PM ^

rn TowH»

nee of the

urrence of

s induced

Extracts

Medical

: has prC'
_

fhefefgre

teral util-

'ng to the

'e to this

thisform f

ire of the

NATUIIAL HISTORY OF THE DISEASE.

This aifeafc has been of various degrees of feverity \ \n

a lairge proportion of cafes very mild j in.fothe, fevere,- and

in a few deftroyed life suddenly, like the plague. The

communications, which have been made to the committ^ee,

relate chiefly to the difeafe in its gravpft forms. The hif-

tory «rhich they give must therefore be underftood as relat-

ing moftly to the fevere cafes •, and they ire not furniftrtd

with the means of making all the difcrlminations which

could be wished. They are however infotined that itt the

milder cafes the fymptoms differed only in degree, not in

kind.

The invafion of the difeafe is generally fudden and vio-

lent, In its courfe all the frnaions of the body ate more

or lefs interrupted, and often fome of them are entirely fuf-

pended. The fubjed of it is feized in tlie midft of his ufu-

al labour or occupation, and oftentimes is ftruck down fud-

denly, almoft as by a ftroke of lightning. The firft symp-

toms are various, fuch as local pain or paralyfis, delirium or

coma, and rarely fpafms or convulfions.

'

The difeafe often commences with fhifting pains. Tlic

patients fuddenly feel a pain in one joint or one limb, often

in a finger or toe, in the fide, ftomach, back, neck, or head.

Sometimes the feniation is like the dinging of a bee, fre-

quently it is moft excruciating pain, which at once arrefts
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