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at times threatened to strangle or arrest, this great

policy, which was wisely engrafted upon the Constitu-

tion of the United States. What would have been our

condition now, and our prospects, if the country had

listened to objections of the same nature against the

abolition of African slavery—a measure to which we

are indebted for entire and complete national inde-

pendence? What if we had yielded to the fiery re-

sistance made to that Irish immigration which has con-

structed so many of our canals and railroads, and built

so many of our cities ? What if we had been prevailed

upon to repel and reject that great German immigra-

tion which has given a new impulse to our arts, our

hterature, and our science? We have no excuse for

admitting such objections or prejudices now. The ex-

periment of self-government which we are making has

developed its own necessary conditions and laws. We
could not escape from them even if we would. The

experiment we are making, fellow-citizens, is not a

local or isolated experiment, whether the people of

one nation are capable of self-government. It is the

experiment whether men of ?.\\ nations are capable of

self-government. Let us persevere in it, relying that

mankind in every country only need freedom and know-

ledge to enable them to govern themselves more wisely

and more happily than they have hitherto been gov-

er..ea.

Citizens of Oregon, it is long since we have known,

though it is only just now that we have met, each

other. I have been made profoundly sensible of this

fact by your invitation, which found me at sea ; by

the welcome given me on arrival in port; by the

reception and munificent hospitalities bestowed upon

me in your great commercial city of Portland j by the
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