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cession of rapids and falls to its very head. Before it

joins the Columbia, for a distance of about thirty

miles its rapids and falls are insuperable. In its

^vll()le length Clarke's Kiver has few spots of good

and aiable soil, with ranges of dense and thick

forests. The upper portion of the river, and its

upper tributaries, have a succession of large prairies

of light soil tilled with water-worn pebbles, indi-

cating bottoms or beds of ancient lakes. All these

prairies are covered with a luxuriant and nutritious

grass, and owing, probably, to the position of the

high mountains by which they are surrounded, they

are little or not covered with snows in the winter

season. Such are Thompson's prairie. Horse prai-

rie, Camash prairie, Jaco prairie, Flathead Lake

prairie, with several other minor gnizing fields.

Far and wide apart, spots of less or more acres of

good arable \i\nd are found ; but too few, indeed, to

make it for years to come, a thickly settled portion

for the whites. The country of the upper Clarke's

Fork, the St. Mary's or Bitter Root valley, the

valley of Hell's Gate Fork, the upper valleys on the

Beaver headwaters, the Koetenay country within

Uio 49th degree, and under the jurisdiction of the

United States, appear to be laid out and designed

bv Providence, to serve as reserves for the remnants

of the various scattered tribes of Oregon and Wash-

ington territory, at least for some years to come.

This region, I should think, might contain «ill the


