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It is agreed, that M. le Ray de Chaiimont be requested not to give

up the part of the prizes coniing to all the crews, and to each individ-

ual of the said squadron, but to their order, and to be responsible for

the same in his own proper name.
Whereas the said squadron has been formed for the purpose of

injuring the common enemies of France and America, it has been
agreed that such armed vessels, whether French or American, may
be associated therewith, as by common consent shall be found suita-

ble for the purpose, and that they shall have such proportion of the

prizes which shall be taken, as the laws of their respective countries

allow.

In case of the death ofany one of the before mentioned command-
ers of vessels, he shall be replaced agreeably to the order of the tariff,

with liberty, however, to choose whether he will remain in his own
ship, or give up to the next in order the command of the vacant ship.

It has moreover been agreed, that the commander of the Stag

(le Cerf) shall be excepted trom the last article of this present agree-

ment, because, in case of a disaster to M. de Varage, he shall be

replaced by his second in command, and so on by the other officers

of his cutter, the Stag (le Cerf).

J. P. Jones,
P. Landais,
De COTTINEAU,
Varage,
P. RiCOT,
Le Ray de Chaumont.

(Spark's Diplomatic Correspondence, page 205, vol. iii.)

Note B.

In consequence of the infancy of the arts in America, both the

soldiers tud seamen have had to contend with their enemies, in the

wars that are passed, under the disadvantages of possessing inferior

arms, powder, and even shot. How far these deficiencies in the guns

and shot may have been felt in the Revolution, it is not easy to say,

as a large portion of the military supplies were obtained either from

the enemy himself, or from Europe. Afttr the Revolution, however,

down to the close of the last war with England, the navy in particu-

lar laboured under great disadvantages on account of defective arma-

ments and stores. In many of the actions, more men were injured

by the bursting of guns than by the fire of the enemy, and the shot,

from improper casting, frequently broke when they struck. Another

consequence of this ilefectivc casting was a diminution in weight,

and consequently, in momentum. The latter fact having been allud-

ed to, in the course of the war, the writer, with a view to this work,

personally weighed a quantity of shot, both English and American,


