
• NOVA SCOTIA

"The most commodious, pleasant pkce that we had yet^n m tk, country," wrote Champlain. While the colonywaa mdustnously preparing a settlement further down the

coast m k. ,h:p, sading up and down what wa, destined toDecome ere long the territory of New England
Poutrmcourt's first choice, Port Royal, was found far

upenor to the tentative one at St. Croix River, and therem late spring they began to construct a town near what isnow called Annapolis. De Monts and Poutrincourt, re-turmng m the autumn to France, managed to induce a
large number of mechanics and workers to emigrate to
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»hip. the Jon^, sailed from
Rochelle in May 1606. Amongst the new emigrants was
the active Lescarbot, lawyer and poet, and man of affair,.A peal of cannon from the little fort at Port Royal
testified to the joy of its inmates at the advent of the Jonas
Poutrmcourt broached a hogshead of wine, and Port Royal
became a scene of mirth and festivity. When, in 4eabsence of aamplain and Poutrincourt on further ex-
ploration, Lescarbot was left in charge of the colony, he
set to work briskly, ordering crops of wheat, lye, and
barley to be sown in the rich meadows, and gardens to be
planted. Some he cheered, others he shamed into industry
iNot a day passed but some new and useful work was besrun •

water-mills, brick kilns, and furnaces for making tar and
turpentine. When the explorers returned to Port Royal
rather dispirited, Lescarbot arranged a masquerade to
welcome them back, and aU the ensuing winter, which wa,
extremely mild, wa, given up to content and good cheer


