
3*6 SIR WILFRID LAURIER
The hiitoric task of Liberalism—the pro*

motion, by negative and positive means alike,

of individual freedom with full opportunity
for self-development—^has been less urgent
in Canada than in many other lands. Civil
liberty Canadians inherited from their fathers
overseas. Political liberty was the achieve-
ment of the generation before the Dominion
was formed. Social liberty, the assuring for
each man genuihe equality of opportunity,
has in great measure been ensured by the wide
spaces of a virgin continent. What legisla-

tion is required to guarantee it further falls

for the most part within the scope of the
provincial legislatures ; though one most im-
portant factor in securing eqiiality and keep-
ing open the door of opportunity, the free
gift of farm lands to all who will, has been a
federal policy. But in one important field,

liberty of thought and discussion, the battle
has had to be fought in our own day, and has
been fought valiantly and well. In standing
for the elementary rights of freedom of speech
and political action. Sir Wilfrid Laurier braved
the wrath of powerful forces in the Chiurch he
loved and honoured. He did not deny any
church or any churchman the right to take
a full part in political discxission. But he


