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LIMITED LIABILITY.
No aharoliDldcr in ilio Conipaiiv shall he, in any manner wliatsoever,

liable for, or char;j;('<l with tho paytntMit of, any floht or demand due by

the said Cninpany, beyond the extent of hi«. her. or l';eir slKin- in the

capital of the said Company not paid up.

PROSPECTUS. '

In 1H47, several niereliants, nl" the city of Mc^ntreal, memorinlised Ills

Excellency tlie Earl of Kli;in, then (Governor of (Janad,' stating their

intention to apply for a charter to con' riict; a canal to connect the St.

Lawrence with Lake ('haniplain. and they jir.'ivcd that IJis Exeellcney. in

council, would order a survey of the proposed work, which wa.s ;,'rantcd,

and J. B. Mills, Es(|., Civil Eln^ineer, was named to make the required

survey. On the liUli Fclirnary, Ifi^lS, he reporte(l. that the terminus on

the St. Lawrence should be above Laehine, near the Indian village ol

Cauf^iniawaga, about H miles from Montreal. The level of l.ake Cham-
plain by this route would only be 2") feet nbo'-e the St. Lawienee. whereas

the route via .Montreal to Lake Champlain. wnuld be !-'.• i'eet of lockage

instead o. '2i') feet. The distance between the two points is about 80 miles,

and the then estimated cost was 81.K14.40S \\,v locks of 200 fe.-r long by

4;j feet Avide, with 1> i'eet water on the sills. In 1^4[l^ a ]5ill was introduced

and passed, incorporating a Company for the construction of the~?anal, but,

unfortunately, the point of departure, from tlu St. ]j;iwrence, wa^ notfixt^'d,

and diflerences hav'ing arisen as to whether Mr. Mills was correc\ or

whether the point of departure should Viot ''C opposite Montreal, the Hill

tinaliy exiiired Innn non-user. In 1H;")4, another siirvey was niiide by

.Mr. J. E. .Jarvis, Civil Engineer, of New York, who reported, in l^i'u').

strongly in i'avour of tiie canal, and .ipproved of ^Ir. Mills' views as to the

point of departure from the St. Lawrence. In LS "),"), Mr, (land)le, Civil

Engineer, at the instance of the Canadian Government, also sur\'eyed and
reported on the Avork, and arrived at the same conclusion. .Mr. W. II.

Swift, Civil Engineer, of JJoston, was also consulted, and he reconimended,

in a rejiort dated June, LS.'),'), the line proposed by Mr. Mills. liastly,

Mr, Gamble, in lS,")t), in pursuance of instructions from the Government
of Canada, examined the coinit-.-y lying between Lake Champlain and I^akc

St, Erancis, both below and above the Ikauharnois canal, and repo!te<l that

its formation was not favorable to the construction of i canal. The Com-
missioners of Public Works, in their report of ISoft. approved by Govern-
ment, finally settled the (piestion of route, by decliiring that '• after a

})atient and mature consideration of all tlie surveys and reports, we are ol

opinion that the line following the Chambly canal and then crossing to

Lake St. Louis, near Caughnawaga, is that wiiieli combines an*! affords,

in the greatest degree, all the advantages contemplated b) this improve-

1

ment, and which has been approved by Messrs. ]\Iills, Swift and C»^amblc." I

During the last Parliament of the Dominion of Canada, ai>plicat,ion was
made for a renewal of the Charter of 1841', and to incorjiorato a new

{

Company, Avhich, atter due consideration on the part of the Government i

of Canada, the charter, under which the Company is now incorporated,
\

passed botli Houses, "the Senate and Commons," and is now tlje law oj

the land.

The Company's Act of Incorporation is in every respect complete and
-"ComprdrenBiAX' Jnit^ frcrtnTb.-- It-eir^yr^r^-ct^-Vvv-.Ca«iiTf^

•'.ppropriatc, have and hold, to and for the use of them and their succesHors,

the line and boundaries of a cnnri between the St. Lawrence and Lake
Champlain, to build and erect the same, to select such sites as mny be

necessary for basins and docks, as may be considered expedient by the

J)irectors and to purchase and dispose of same, with any water power, as

may be deemed best by the Directors for the use and profit of he Com-
pany.

It also empowers the Company to cause their canal to enter into the

Chambly canal and to widen, deepen and enlarge the same, not less in

size than the present St. Lawrence canals ; also, the Company nay take,

hold and use any portion of the Chambly canal and the Avorks her" with

connected and all the tolls, receipts and roA'cnues thereof upon tc.ns to be

settled and agreed upon between the Company and the (Jo.'ernor in

Council.
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