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" cardyy Normandy^ and Britany, great qiian-
" titles of provifions, artillery, and warlike ftorc?,
•* collcd:ed, and numbers of vefTels for the tranf-
" portation of foldiers aflembled, in the ports
*' of France^ oppofite to the coafts of this king-
" dom.
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" Rcfohcd,

" That it appears to this committee, that in

the months of September, OBober, November^

and December, ly^S* ^^^^ Majefty received

various repeated and concurrent advices of the

adlual equipping of a fquadron oftwelve fliips

of the line, belides frigates, at Toulo?i, and

that the faid armament would at lateft be ready

to fail very early in the fpring, 1756,
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«* Refokcd,

'* That it appears to this committee, that on
the fourth oi February 1756, in a letter from
Mr. conful Birtles, dated Genoa, 17 January

1756, his Majefty received advice of an in-

tention to furprife the ifland of Minorca,

which was confirmed by many fubfequent

advices of the adual deftination of the faid

armament againft the faid ifland, received in

the month of February 1 756.
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" That it appears to this committee, that

** his Majefty received repeated and concurrent
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