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Mr. MEARS's MEMORIAL, dated 30th April 1790.

(14 Indofures. )

To the Right Honourable William Wyndham Grenville, One of His Majefty's Principal

Secretaries of State.

The M E M O R I A L of J o H N Me ar s. Lieutenant in His Majefty's Navy,

Mod humbly fheweth,

THAT early in the Year 1786, certain Merchants refiding in the Eaft Indies, and under

the immediate Proteftion of the Company, Hefirous of opening a Trade with the

North Weft Coaft of America, for fupplying the Chincfe Market with Furs and Ginfeng,

communicated fuch Defign to Sir John Macpherfon, the Governor General of India, who not
only approved of the Plan, but joined ir. the Subfcription for its Execution; and Two Veffels

were accordingly purchafcd, and placed under the Orders and Command of your Me-
morialift.

That in the Month of March, your Memorialift difpatched One of the faid Vefiels, which
he named Hhe Sea Otter, under the Command of Mr. Tipping, to Prince William's Sound,
and followed her in the other Ship, which he named 'The Nootka.

That on your Memorialift's Arrival in Prince William's Sound, in the Month of Sep-
tember, he found the Sea Otter had left that Place a few Days before ; and, from Intelligence

he has fince received, that Ship was foon after unfortunately loft- off the Coaft of Kamfchatka.
That your Memorialift remained in Prince William's Sound the whole of the Winter, in

the Courfe of which Time he opened an extenfive Trade with the Natives, and having col-

lefted a Cargo of Furs, he proceeded to China, in the Autumn of 1787.
That in the Month of January 1788, your Memorialift having difpofed of the Nootka, he,

in Conjundlion with feveral Briiilh Merchants refiding in India, purchafed and fitted out
Two other Vefiels, named The Felice and Iphigenia ; the former your Memorialift com-
manded, and the latter he put under the Dirediion of Mr. William Douglas. That your
Memorialift proceeded from Cliina to the Port of Nootka, or King George's Sound, which
he reached in the Month of May, and the Iphigenia arrived in Cook's River in the Month of
June.

That your Memorialift, immediately on his Arrival in Nootka Sound, purchafed from/.
Maquilla, the Chief of the DiftritSt contiguous to and furrounding that Place, a Spot of
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Ground, whereon he built a Houfe for liis occafional Refidence, as well as for the more con- '^''

venient Purfuit of his Trade with the Natives, and hoifted the Britifli Colours thereon -, that

he alfo erefted a Breaft Work, which furrounded the Houfe, and mounted One Three-pounder
in the Front} that having fo done, your Memorialift proceeded to trade on the Coaft, the
Felice taking her Route to the Southward, and the Iphigenia to the Northward, confining
thcmfelves within the Limits of 60" and 45° 30' North, and returned to Nootka Sound in

the Month of September ; that on your Memorialift's Arrival therej his People, whom he
had left behind, had nearly compleated a Veflel, which previous to his Departure he had
laid down ; and that the faid Vtflel was foon after launched by your Memorialift, and called

The North IVeJi America, meafuring about 40 Tons, and was equipped with all Expedition
to adift him in his Enterprizes.

That during the Abfence of your Memorialift from Nootka Sound, he obtained from
JVitkananiJh, the Chief of the Diftrid fur'-ounding Port Cox and Port Effingham, fiiuated
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