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as Mr. Brandt had already delivered to Cnpt. Gore, n let-

ter from Mr. Stephens, inclosing a copy of Mons. de Sar-

tineas orders taken on board the Licorne. With respect to

the Americans, the matter still rested on report ; but Baron

Plettenberg assured us that he had been expressly told, by

the commander of a Spanish ship, which had touched at the

Cape, that he, and all the officers of his nation, bad re-

ceived orders to the same effect. These assurances con-

firmed Capt. Gore in the resolution he had taken of main-

taining, on his part, a neutral conduct ; and accordingly

when on the arrival of the Sybil, to convoy the India ships

home, it was proposed to him to accompany them on their

passage, he thought proper to decline an o^er, the accept-

ance of which might, in case we had fallen in with any of the

enemy's ship, have brought him into a very difficult and

embarrassing situation.

« During our stay at the Cape, we met with every proof

of the most friendly disposition towards us, both in the go-

vernor and principal persons of the place, as well Africans

as Europeans. At our first arrival. Colonel Gordon, the

commander of the Dutch forces, with whom I had the hap-

piness of being on a footing of intimacy and friendship, was

absent on a journey into the interior parts of Africa, but re-

turned before our departure. He had, on this occasion,

penetrated farther up the country than any other tra-

veller had done before him, and made gr^at additions to

the valuable collection of natural curiosities with which he

has enriched the museum of the Prince of Orange. Indeed

a long residence at the Cape> and the powerful assistance

he has derived from his rank and situation there, joined to

an active and indefatigable spirit, and an eager thirst after

knowledge, have enabled him to acquire a more intimate

and perfect knowledge of this part of Africa, than could

have fallen to ' e lot of any other person ; and it is with

great pleasure I t^ y congratulate the public on the informa-


