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ci''ht liulidrcd (o ii tlioiisaml dollars of gold in the jian, but

even thls! conijiany had been ut an enormous cxiions-, bcfoie

gcttiti'^ their mine into ojieration, they were consideriihly in

debt, and the danger was b^'fore they got cleared Uj), the

vein would woih- out, as was Ireqncntly the case.

There had been a griat deal said about tlie richness of this

crceh, and the quantity of f^'old tahen out from time to time

;

but not a word was said on the othc r side of the question, (one

talc is good till another is heard) there hjid been several com-

panies ruined at thisereel;. One company, a jiarty of ciplit

Corni-hnien, 1 was well neqiuunted with, were on ground

adjoining this rich claim, v,e )ia>sed and repassed the place for

many days ; they too!: uji eight claim'^, one hnmlred sfjuare

feet to n claim, they had worked for inonlh-', had diveited

the river, put in lluir.es, prepared tlieir tluiee boxe;, got

their pumps and all other neecsNary apparatus ready for

worl:, and yet they never struck it in sullieient (inanlilies to

pay for ^^ovl;lng, and tliC day Ir fore we left Anllei^ Creek, they

abandoned the place, and left it, mined nun. 'J'his was the

case with every other creek ; some struck it rich, and this was

blazed in cveiypajicr: the many lost all they had, and were

coiupletily be.^!^ured ; tlii> was never named but hu^hed down.

My opininn of the afiair is, that there is gold, but not in

every cri. hand canuion, nor is it laid just below the surface; it

is laid in spots, and defj) in the gruund. The Ehallov.w-t

di"i;ings I saw orluard of were ten feet deeji ; hut in most places

gold was found at a dejith of from twenty to thirty fee!, .-.nd in

tonic jilaces niueh deeper even than this; and fur the diy dig-

pin."s nienlloued by l^'razer, they were not found when I left

Cariboo. Water was the greatest enemy we had to contend

within njostplaces we pros)n.eted; veweredriven out with water,

wc cmdd not reach the bedrocl;, even with jnimps, we were

defeated, and the water v.r.s fearfelly cold. 'I'he general cry

vas, " We can't get down for watc i."

W'c workc,' on till the UUli of duly, but never made a cent;

the CO: t of living was awfully high, ]irovl-ious cost nie for thiee

of us, nine dolh.rs jier day ("thirly-six shillings.) I'lmn-, four

shilling.s per ])0Und, soinetiinrs fjve shillings, niany times for

clay? logellici there was none to bv had ; llacon from fo\n' to

five shillings ])cr pound ;
]!;ans, four shillings ;

Sug.-ir, four

shilli: 'i'ea and Ci'flee, twelve ihilling s ; D.ef, two shilli

y


