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Go7)erti!iient House, Cape Town, June 19, 1879.

To General Sir Henry Ponsonby, Balmoral Castle.—Fur

the Information of Her Majesty the Queen.

The melancholy tidings have been telegraphed from

Natal, that the Prince Imperial, when out on a re-

connaissance from Colonel Wood's camp on the 1st of

June, was killed by a number of Zulus concealed in a

field in which the Prince Imperial and his party had

dismounted to rest and feed their horses. No official

particulars yet received by me. The Prince Imperial's

body found and buried with full military honours at

Camp Itclezi, and after being embalmed will be con-

veyed to England. This precedes the press telegrams

by one hour. I have sent to Lord Sydney to beg him,

if possible, to break the sad intelligence to the Empress

before the press telegrams arrive.

To die in such an awful, horrible way ! Poor,

poor dear Empress ! her only, only child—her all

gone ! And such a real misfortune ! I was quite

beside myself ; and both of us have hardly had

another thought since.

We sent for Janie Ely, who was in the house

when he was born, and was so devoted to him
;

and he was so good ! Oh ! it is too, too awful

!

The more one thinks of it, the worse it is ! I was
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