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t^an^l)^)^tc(l (tn board liie canoes t** the Sn;;ar Camp, wliirli I

knew Would spend the whcjle day and ensuinj; ni_L;ht. .i^ the

\e>>i'ls Would pass slowly throu<;h the l)ushes. The loss of so

niueh time, to men half-starved, was a matter of conse(|Uince.

I would have Ljiven now a ^reat deal for a day's provision or

foi one of our horses. I returned hut slowly to the troops.

_t;i\ini;' m\self tinie to think. ( )n our arrival, all r.m to hear

what was the report. I'.xery eye was tixed on me. 1 unfortu

natelv spoke in a seriou.s manner to one of the olTicers. 'I'he

whole were alarmed without knowini; what 1 said. 1 \ iewed
their Confusion for about one minute, wjiis|)ered to th )se neai

me to do as I did: innnediatt^ly put some water in my hand,
poured on powder, bhickened my face. L;a\e the war-wliooj), and
marched into the water without sayinj; a word. The party

^azed, and fell in. one after another, without sayin;; a worcl.

like a llock of sheep. 1 ordered those ne.ir me to l)e|;in a

f.norite sonLj of theirs. It soon passed throui;h the line, and
the whole went (ju cheerfully. I now intended to have them
transported across the dee|)est part of the water: but. wiu-n

aliout waist deep, one of the men informed me that he thou-ht

Jie felt a path. We examined, and found it so. and concluded
that it ke|)t on the hi;j;hest j^round. which it did; and, by
takinj; pains to folhnv it, we g(jt to the Su_L;ar Camp vvithout

the least diflicnltv, where there was about half an acre of drv
ground, at least not under water, where wi' took up our lod^-

ins;. Tiie l'""enchmen that we had taken on the river apjieared

to be uneasy at our situation. They be-^i^ed that they mi^ht
be jiermitted to i;o in the two canoes to town in the ni;i,lit.

Thev said that tliey would brinu; from their own houses pro-

\ isions, without a possibility of any persons knowiuL; it ; that

some of our men should go with them as a suretv of theit

good conduct ; that it was impossible we could march from

that place till the water fell, for the plain was too deep to

march. Some of the [officers ?] believed that it might be done.

I would not suffer it. I never could well account for this piece

of obstinacy, and give satisfactory reasons to myself or any-

bodv else why I denied a proposition ai)j:)arently so easy to

execute and of so much advantage; but something seemed to

tell me that it should not be done, and it was not done.

"The most of the weather that we had on this march was
m >ist and warm for the season. 'J'iiis was the coldest night

wc had. The ice, in the morning, was from one-half to three-

quarters of an inch thick near the shores and in still water,

'ihe mornin;; was the finest we had on our march. A little


