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more than 21,000 were killed who ought to have

lived. In the British Islands an army of over

176,516 lives were swept off unnecessarily. This

is not all : a much larger proportion of the population

is always ill at one time; about 78,000 in London
is reckoned, of whom one-third are suffering f- im

preventable diseases. This calculation does not take

into account those feeble, ailing persons who are

never more than half well, who lack strength and

energy for the daily fulfilment of duty. It is shown

that in the whole of England the peopl ^ have only

a mean life-time of forty-one years—not half the

term of life that seems to belong naturally to our

race. Of those who died within the year, over

134,000 were in ripe manhood ; but yet more note-

worthy are the deaths under the age of twenty-five :

over 242,000 perished in childhood and youth. The
wholesale slaughter of children in our civilized

country is truly appalling. Out of 233,515 deaths

at all ages, 94,804, or 40*60 per cent., vvere those

of children under five years of age.

To understand fully the grave import of these

records three facts must be noted : first, that the

death-rate of a country is always under-stated

;

second, that town populations increase at a much

more rapid ratio than country populations ; third,

that the death-rate increases in direct proportion to

the density of the population.

In proof of these three propositions let me quote

from recent testimony of our most eminent statis-

ticians :


