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A^aiii, it ;>t the outln-cak of war, information i- distriliutnl

to troops <i;ivinjj; rvcry detail of the prospect i\c theatre ot' war,
the r'esuh will i)e a leelinji <»l contich'nce in (lenerals and SlalTs

that nia\' he in\'aluat)le.

I'kack Hki()\\\. >\N(1-;,

1 had the honour of writinj!; three oi- foin- pa^es of tlie

Latest edition of the I'. S. Pock(>t l^ook on Heeonnaissanee.
pases ()4-()S, to wliicli I may vcicr nou for certain lietails for

which we ha\(' no time here. 'Idii-ee thins;s -trike me .alioiit

the a\'era,iie Reconnaissance report:

1. 'The amount ot unnece>sar_\ information sent in. out of

wliicii the <i,()()il stuff has to he lalxiriously duji

2. 'I'lie want <»f i'\-en a measure d uniformity in the form
of t he repoi-t

.

;). I'lie verl < >e ^tyle of many report^.

M\|)erience is the jji-eat tiling: an ofiicci-'s second report is

u.-ually half tlie size and tuic(> the \alue of his fii'st attempt.

The first step towards a satisfactory- report is for the
reconnoiterin^ olticer to lie ^iveti a clear and definite ide;i of

what is retpiired, with jjossihly a -sample I'eport to jiuide him.
l''or instance, some officers would con>ider that a hilletinj!;

reconnai>sance should include elahorate d<'tails of railways,
lirid^es and tactical considerations, all of which to affect
hilletinir to xime de^iree. Perstuially, I think if one :ittem|)ts

too mucli one accomplishes comparatively little, and it is

liettel' to confine meself to the jol> in hand, the extraneous
points heinir treated y;eneraljy.

.\s i-eifards the lorm. the most satisfactory method i> io

divide the report into two parts. The first part <hould he
'foi-m at a glance"; that is to sa>-. the saliant points should
he jiiven which can he seen rapidlw Part II should contain
the det.ails in tahul.ar toiin.

There are di -ndvantatjes as well as ;idvantay;es to usin^
a fixed form, luit 1 think the latter outwcij^hs the former. If

the same form is ,ilwa\> used, one knows in a miimte where to
iowix i'''> ^"'iiii'tii :!c:;i;- o: iiii e*rriia i iwu : in aooiTiori Tin- ioiui
acts as a refr<'sher to the memor\-, and if reports are eventually
to he hound together, the fact tliat they are similar in form,


