
III.

TN Mam, a ihirmiiiL; little lo'vii, at la^t we- lind

-*- liniisi's a<^nni. Likr Noxnn, this was a place

if rt-tu^r wluM'f the [K'liplt- of llu- tli'stro\i(l viUai^es

weTr collrctccl. But iuTf also thf < uTiiiaiis We're

rcsdlvcd to make thrir di-panure tell : thr houses

arc ( iii|)ii<(l troin cellar to i^arret. I{\ trythmi^ that

coLild not be carried off, like tables and chair>, has

been smashed with axe-^ where it stood, or with

pickaxes, b\" ^aiiL;-> of ^nldiers led l'\' dlhceTS. A
siirt ot dflinuin, a trfii/\ >e:/ftl ifii-m. Those who
s.ivv arc still shakfii b\ it . . . I l.ilf an Iiom betorc

they left foLir iieuteiiants r,m thi'Miudi I he -streets,

firing their re\i)l\crs at the liouse-froiiis ,ind

breakiiiL^ tin- windows \\ith stones

" M.idint n, nioiisnur, says <iii old woiuan again

and .'i^ain.

None the less these old people are willing to do

justice to those wlio have so savagely ruined them.

They admit freelv that the Germans m no way
hindered America's work of provisioning ihe people,

and sav thai in manv cases, on the contrarv, they

gave it their help. The\ say that among them was

a remarkable number ot kindlv, benevolent men,

who deplored the hariishi[)s of war and at times did

then utmost to soften them. But th<' moment thev

began to talk of their departure all these men,

headed bv thi ir ollicers and non-commissioned

officers, siuld<'nlv bee.ime tunous madmen. The

sound ot explosions, the Idaze ot Hres became
part oi duly life. They egged themsiKes on


