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PHONETIC PIONEER

——

doughtily) with tho dificulty; but it is tho-
riufly (thoroughly) impossihle to oonquer.
X have socked (sought) for a ciae to the laby-
rinth, as eagerly asa pig at his true (trough.
All I have gaines is knout (nought.
~—-Leigh Hunt.

8t. Louis Phonetic Schools, May
23rd, 1859,
Our Phon e Schools are getting alon
rotty well, considering the draw backs.—
ad weather has caused an unusual amount
of irregularitics, and some of the best pupils
have been withdrawn by thewr parents, some
o work ; others Germans, to study German,
having learncd cnough of English. But
those who romain aro progressing finely, I
was in one of tho schools a fow days ago,
and was delighted with the proficienoy exhi-
bited. Thelittle fellows called out the letters,

with a promptuess, confidence, and correcencss p

never witnessed clsewhere.

One little boy, only four or five months
from Genmany, was very well advanced in
rexding.  No one would discover tho least
German in his accent.

The teacher of his school is a Germam
Iady, and was taught by her brother, Aer
sative language phonetically. Her natural
endowments andp her early training render
hier a most effivient teacher.

Therc are two other schools, which, how-
ever, I havo not visited, but am told arc
doing very well. T shall sce them in a few
days. Wo do not expeet anything more
than a beginning this year, bugin Septem-
ber shall commence with the hope of making
a successful show at the annual exhibition,

Your's truly, E. H. SpaLpina.

A Cow in a Box.—Or, a O;ugh in
the Chest,

In the early days of the phonetio mov.-
ment (1845), the following anccdote was
rclated at a phonetic mecting in Boston, U.S,,
and reported in ono of the city papers. We
extract from the Thonotypia guurual fur

know, and some things he did not know ; one
thing, however, he felt, and that was that he
reeded a gbyaioim to cure his cold. Aco-
cordingly he sent for one, and in the interim,
wishing to show Dr, John Bull how well he
could talk English, he took Nugent, and
found that “tonz” was “ cough” in the lat-
ter tongue.

“ C-0-u-g-h,” said the Frenchman, ‘‘how
they say that? I havohim! P-loughis
plow, aud c-o-u-gh is cow. X got acowl”

The doctor cutered, and began to feel his
pulse, where all scomed right.

«T have no trouble dare,” said Professor
Church, putting his hand to his throat,—
“I got acow!”

“Well, I am not a cow-doctor,” said the
surgeon indignantly; ‘why did you sond
for me to sce your cow!”

“But you will not understand mel” said
the disconcertcd Frenchman, here is my
cow—here;” and he thumped his. breast in
esperation.

signs, whether entirely new or formed by
modification and ocomposition, which the
Grooks, the Romans, the Slavonic, and Teu-
tonioc nations have added to the so-called
Phoenician alphabet, is comparatively small,
while if we look to the modern hngnnfm of
Europe, we find but a fow letters which are-
restricted to but one pronunciation, a fact
which in no laugunfo is more painfully felt
than in Euglish. Here one can hardly say
that letters which wero originally intended
to represent the sounds of language, still
answer their original purpose. In pronoun-
cing. * thigh’” we do not pronounce any one of
the five lottors according to their proper and
original power. The spollingof words is no
longer phonetio but traditional. To call it
etymological would bo a false compliment,
gince it i8 neither acicutific nor systematic.
The spelling which in English, asin all
other langusges, corresponded at some time
or other,. to the sound of wordg, hns become
stationsry at various periods in the history

The doctor shook his head, as though he
thought him demented. ~Tho Professer

ing if he got thaprecise locality of his cow,

he looked for the word “chest,” and found

the first definition to be ‘a box,” then,

shouting as loud as he could, he exclaimed,

‘b‘o::{ow, you understand, T got @ cow in my
!,’

The doctor burst into a roar of laughter
and the poor Frenchman almost died of
chagrin.  When the Professor told the
story, the audience were perfectly convulsed,
and fully appreciated the gentleman’s enthu-
siasm, a3 he concluded by saying—* If your
Phonograpby can do suything for my cow,
it will be a great thing!"—Boston, U. S.
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The Necessity and Present Avail-
abllity of a Complete Alphabet.

again had recourse to the dictionary, think- i
tho doctor would understand. Aoeordinglyl
|

of the English language, and it was en*irely
a matter of thance whether the form, fixed
upon literary tradition, preserved woro of
the ctymology or of the pronunciation.

A reform is needed for tho spelling of
most modern European languages, and 1t is
extraordinary that the art of writing, thourh
belonging to the arts by which our times
have achicved the greatdst improvements,
should have been allowed to remain in
the samo state in which it was three
thousand years ago, with no alteration ex-
cept for the worse.

Whatever may be done in course of time
by the diffcrent nations of Europe to ameli-
orate their own systewsof writing, it is clear
that, with the defects peculiar to each, nono

*{could claim in its present state to be used

as a standard system; but it would be
wrong to smuggle any of these iwmperfect
systems of writing into thuse languages
which have not yet been reduced to slpha-

nally vented in the East. Tkey were
adupted by the Greeks and Romans, and have

1845, page 215.
Wo were not a little amasedat the Pho-

now become, under various forms, the al-

The signs which we have used to repre-|
sent thesvunds of our language, were origi.,

betical writing. The missionary who brings
the notion of an alphabet, togethuer witl

wore exalted Hdeas of aeligion, of law, of arts
and scicnces, to the suvags tribes of Atica,

will be to them what Cecrops and Cadmus

were to Greece.  He must not think of the

phabet of the civilized nations of Furupe. prescnt only, but of the future, he must

nographic cxbibition, the other evening, by | The twenty two signs which originally cun- sce in his helpless cunverts the ancestors of
a story told by Prof. Church, with reference stituted this alphabet, were not sufficient to mighty nativns. He ought to remember
to the difficulty he had to meet in learning cxpress the numcrous svunds which can be that the seeds that he sows in the minds of
to gronouncc the English language, whose formed by the organs of the human vuice, these pevple will buat fruit a thousand fold;
barbarous urthography is so totally at vari- jand which the different nativns of Asia and that it will yicld mang hassesta buside that

ance with its clementary sounds.  The gen. Europe have, in various propor e, allowed jof religion.

tleman said that the first time he ever visited
London, he caught a violent cold on the pas-
sage.  Ho had studied English atthe French

Whatever oljectivn may be

to enter into the formation of theus lasguages, urged against theadoption of a mure ration-

and dialects.
Two ways were open to remedy this de-

al and scivntific alplabet for the languages

:of Europe, do not apply to the dialects of

University, and made about as much pro- fect. New signs could be invented to rep, Africa or Australia. If our own case be
gress in giving correct sounds to the words, rusent new svunds, or one and the same let hopeless (2] theirs is not, and what with us
as a green Yankee might be supposed to dujter might be allowed to represent different nay remain the scientifio alphabet of the,
in the French tongue with nothing but asounds. The fint plan has been adopted ;studunt, can with them at once be carried,

dictionary for a guide.

Some thiogs by with great reserve, and the number of new into genersl practice.”— Mazx Muller..



