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SOUTH AMERICAN TROUBLES,

It looks as though another period of pro-
longed disturbance is ahead of South America.
Theso ropublics have so far mado a very bad
attempt at solf government, Ravolutiovs have
followed oach othor in quick successiod, and
when o .t torn by intornal strife, conflicts be-
twoon adjoining republics have usually beon in
order. In fact South America has soldom for
long at a time been without a disturbance of
gome naturo on haud,

These little wara aud revolutions have beon
of such common ocourrence that they have
attracted little attention outside of those im.
mediately or indivectly interested therein. At
tho present time, however, more than usual
attention is turned to South America, on ac-
count of the financial stringeocy which has
baeen created throughout the world, as a result
of the bursting of the Argeatine bubble. A
good deal of British aud European capital,
as Trg CodxyveRrcial has recently showa, has
been sunk in the different countries of South
America. With the exception of Chili the
Argentine Ropublic, and Brazil, all these coun-
tries have defaulted in meeting their indebted-
ness. When therefore Argoatine succeeded in
piling up such au enormous debt, it was not
without a kaowledge of the past history of
South American loans, that the money was
forthcoming so freely. Bat Argentine aud
Chili have been looked upon as the two shining
lights of South America. The recent revolu-
tion in the former country burst the bubble,
which soorer or Jater was bound to give way,
and started the financial panic ia Londoo,
which led to the collapze of the great house of
Biring. What Argentine securities are now
worth, it would be a diffitult matter to deter-
mine. From recent advices it appesrs that
aflairs aro far from haviag settled down in that
country, and there are fears of further out.
breaks. The whole country appears to bsina
chronic state of insurrection. This situation
renlecs the outlook even more unsatisfactory
for holders of Argentine secuvities. Holders
of course hopa to realize something, and the
longer affairs remain uasettled the worse it
will be for holders of these secucrities. The
Argentine Goverament is vepurted to be
placiog heavy taxes on mercantile conceras,
which is not reasauring for the prosperity of
sthe country.

And now Chili, the remaining staté of South
Awerica, which has heretofore been an excep-
tion to the other republics, appears to be in
for a revolution, Chili has been considered
cven more stable than any of the other coun-
tries, with the exception of Brazil, previous to
the recent revolution in that country. But
revolution appears io bn now rife in Chili. The
Chilian ficet, the pride of that country, which
did such good service in the late war with
Pera and Bolivia, has revolted and is blockad-
ing the coast cities. The Government, it is
reported, has offered a ‘‘roward” of amnesty

and two gcars pay to those who have beer ua.
willingly led into tho revolt, providing thoy
submit. This looks like placiug a promium
upon tiesson. It is to bo hoped for tho sake
of Chili’s provious reputation, that this rekel.
lion will speedily come to naught; but it is
quite possible that the country is in for a pro.
longed series of disturbauces, which may result
in addiog another to tho defaulting states of
South America. Rumors of trouble also come
from other South Ameriown countries, including
Venezoula and Uruguay, while cven in the case
of Braz'l, the stability of the new administra.
tion, which sucoseded in overthrowing the
empire and ostablishing a :cpublic, is by no
means assured. Brazil must remain ia doubt
for some time, uatil her people have showan
thom they can govern themselves succassfully
oa the lines of a ropublic. So far as South
Amecica can cffect the financial sitnation,
thereforo, the outlook is not favorable, It
would apperr as though there must yot be
considerable liquidation on account of financial
investmonts in these unstable countrios,
though fear of a panic is now no doubt safely
passed.

THE LIVE STOOK TRADE.

The arrival of Samuel Plimsc!l in Canada,
to investigate the conditions under which live
‘stock are shipped, has stirred up a great doal
of interest all over the country. Mrc, Plimsoll
has gained resowa through his efforts in the
British Parliament in behalf of the sailors.
In this respect he has accomplished a good
work. Following on in the same lino, he has
now undertaken a movement relating to the
shipping of live stock. It has been claimed
that animals are subjected to a great deal of
hardship and suffering while in transit across
the ocean. Mr. Plimsoll proposas to have
measures passed by Parliac »nt, providing
certain rules to govern the shipment of cattle
into the British markets.

Canada’s live stock export trade to Great
Britain is a most important item. In 1890
shipments of cattle were 123,130 head, besides
43,372 sheep. On this account the pronosed
action of Mr. Plimsoll and the British Parlia.
ment i fraught with great interest to Canada.
It has been feared in some quarters that the
_object is to destroy the live stock trade ontirely,
and on this account the move has heen de-
nounced in some guarters, both by the press
and individuals. This Mc. Plimsoll vefutes.
He stated at Montreal receatly that his object
wag not to injure the industry, but he claimad
that there wers abuses existing which would
have to be remedied. He said that ‘‘the mat-
ter was now in the hands of an inter-depart.
mental commission composed of members of
the British board of trade and Depsartment of
Agriculture, who were msking investigations.
Any legislation that took place would be sub.
mitted to tho Dominion Government before it
was carried into effect. Ho stated that a will
was introduced at tho last session under his
auspices in the Imperial Parliameat, and the
main clause spoke of the cessation of beef stock
iuiportatisn from Cavada, and he would say
that unless it was conducted in a better manner
than it had been he would contend for that
gtill; but the second clause would have enacted

that any class of cattlo would bo exempted from
the provisions of tho bitl in the discretion of Her
Majesty's minister,”

At tho investigations held at Montreal and
othor places in Canada, it was shown that some
of the charges madeas to oruelty to animals
in the live stock trade, were unfounded. On
the other hand some abuses were made appar-
ent, which should be remedied. fna tho latter
respect, it is the duty of (lanada to forestall
any action on the part of the British Pacliament,
by providing legislation goveraing the shipment
of live stock, with a view t> preventing unoce.
easary cruelty to tho animals. If this is not
done, it is to be feared somo measure may bo
passed in Britain which will seriously hamper
this important trade. If Canada shows her
readioess to remedy any oxisting abuses, the
British Government will b less liablo to place
any unnecessary restrictions upon the trade.
In fact somo restrictive legislation might oven
prove an advantage to the trade. Mortality
amnong cattle in transit is somotimes a matter
of serious loss to shippers. 1t should be pro-
vided that vessels enguging in the cattlo trade
are properly equipped for this purpose and that
no overcrowding is practiced. If greater safety
is thereby secured to live stock, shippera would
be benefitted, instead of the trade injured.
Undoubtedly vessels have engaged in the trade
which wero not adapted to this purpose, and
cruelty and loss of animals bas resulted. Ship-.
pers, who perhaps on account of lower rates or
for other reasons, have made use of unsuitable
vessels, should be restrained, and they would
be restrained sometimes no doubt to their own
advantage. Greed will sometimes lead men to
run risks which ordinary business pradence
would consider unwise, and instances of this
nature have no doubt occurred in the live stock
trade. It would therefore be in the interest of
this important branch of our export trade to
have these abuses remedied, and this could bo
done by the appointment of & competent in-
spector, at ports of shipment.

Western Canada has come to the front witkin
the last year or two, in the export of live stock,
We look forward to a great expansion of this
industry in the future, and consequently the
West is deeply interested in this movement
concerning the shipment of live stock. Tue
CoMMERCIAL does not apprehend that any
serious injury to the trade will result and we
believe that all this talk about the industry
being in danger of destruction, is rather wild.
However, when we have our Hudson bay route
opened out, perhaps some plan of exporting
dressed meats will be devised, which will be
even more profitable than the present Yive stock
trade. We may be ablo some day to ship
frozen meats in the wiater season to a port on
Hudson bay, where it will ka stored in refrig-
erators, and shipped later on in vessels con-
structed for this trade.

UNRELIABLE. QUOTATIONS.

Trade quotations emenatiog from some mar-
kets of Fastern Canada, particularly Montreal,
appear to be very uoreliable. Ia the matter of
grain and flopr esj ecially Tig CoMmerciat has
found this to be the case. These Montreal
trade quotations have been the laughing-




