
TIIE COMMERCIAL,

BRIIIG DOWH THE RURTS.
Wo -have alwýays ben in tia habit of

saying exaotly inliat ina think on1 aIl ques-
tions cancorning tha intereat of tho busi-
niess men of Winnipeg. Tiin niatter ina are
about ta refer ta, andl wluichi is sufliciently
indicated by tha caption ta tho article,
may perliaps grata a littia upon tha feel-
inigs af sumo wlia happen ta bo landlords,
but itcantaio h ilped. Thero is fia use
in trying ta dony tha fitet tîjat rents in
t)iis city ara hoyond aIl reason. They ara
more titan doubla winhît ia pajid in Eastern
cities with tlirco tinies the population. In
a country liko titis irberethe cost of build-
ing is heavy, it is otily ta ha axpeceoi
thaï; renta slîould bo soniewliat Itiglior
thon i» the Eastern Provinces, where la-
bar ani matorial are plentiful andl con bc
hod at amoderato cost. Btat tio sanie
tima tho exaction (if %na canat eail it ex-
tortion) of sueli exorbitant renta as hava
been paict and are now boing paid in WVin-
nipeog cannot be exeuseil on titis graund.
Business mcxin 1» vcry brirneli of trado
ta-day knawv it anid feel timat thîoy ara ex-
haustimg their best allerg,,ies not sa îiiucli
ta benefit thomsolves andl their fainilies,
as ta put maney intathe liands af a landl-
lord.

Suchi a stato of thitigs caiînot lonîg ex-
ist. In b11Ue natural course of oyants it
must, coma ta, a close, andl tha sooner the
botter. A few landlords -who live by the
mneans derivrd froisi renta may feol the
change a littie, but if thaey have the inter-
ests af the city whichi lias donc well for
thora andl placeil then in their prescrit
canifortable circunistances ut hecart, they
wiii subriit ta a miore r-,asoaîîahh stote a!
things.

ITEMS 0F INTIEREST.
'fli prospectus of the nvin Atlantic Cable

Company bas liceu roceivoil frein Englanil and
application for an aet ta incorporato the mîaw
company wiIl be inade nt the appi oaching se~s-
sion of l>arfiament. The proposeil cable wil
ha laid bctween sainu point on the west coast
o! Iroland ta sonie point on tIra lowor coat of
tIre OU)f af St. Lawvrelnce. It ins tated tîmot
thore wýill be a* clause introduceul into tlîe iîew
company's prospectus which ivill giva perfect
security te tlîe publicagainst amnalgamaotionî vitb
tîxe monapolizts. The Company Nmut cantract
witb the publie for ton years under licavy poil-
alties noV' ta exceod a chamrge of twenty-flvo
cents a mord.

Pbilip Long af New York i-cccntly bakeil a
har.el of ««Pi'ýsliury's Ilat" (spring inhoot
for> and a lx£rrl of "Wb;Iito Ligbt" (winter
wheat), ani. foitîd only a difféence of 4à~
poniff of breail in lavor o! àspring whcat foeur.

A baking test by suîotlîer party produccd 287J
poundal of bread froin a baie ro f wintcr whecat
to .102 2.3 potinds frai» a barrei of spring ivlieat
fleur. Another test wasi matin ivith flour frorn
Fultz and Moditorranean wlicat; the Fulta.
yieldecl 208 poîuids anI the Meucliterrànean 29'7
pounds. A bairo of four in another test
mnade from Fult7 andl Meditcrreaîî wlicat mixed
yielde fl 4potinde of brcad.

M. IDumas recomminnds wator saturatcd with
aluni for extitigiiislîiig fires, Uns value bciîig
supposed to bc (Iue to the coating it gives teobh
jccts wct iit it, wbicli prcvciîts contan.t with
the oxygen of the air, and thus diminislies the
rapidity of tha combustion. Tho Minister of
the Interior lins rccominucu tIhat the firetiien
of the Frencti towuîs ha supphced wvitl facilities
to lise sncbl solutions of aluin.

Alîuiidant main lias fallen fi' Çaliforîîia, about
the saine amouint as in 1880, andu the Journîal
of Coin»ieree, San» Frncisco, predicts a crop of
70,000,000 busiols of wlicat titis ycar in Cali-
farnia.

The produco of the Domiinion fitîries for tho
hit ycar is v'alucil at 86,OSS,672. Tiîo value
of tua fisli exportcd froin Caniada for the fiscal
year in $ti,898,884. The oggs and ishl laid down
iii liatclîeries wo'reo Salmni, 6,;12,000; sal.
mon trout, 8,350,000; speckled trou ,t, '200,000;
whiite fisli, 43,OGJi,000-a total of 58,162,000.
The total oxponse of ftslî captura service wvas

The wlicat crop of tha United States for 1881
%vas 390,380,090 btishels, and for 1882 it was
à02,789,600 busiiels, being an inecase of 122,-
509,510 busiiels, or 3,2.2 per cent. The coni
crop for 1881 was 1,194,916,000, and for 188'2 it
wvas 1,624,917,800 buslihels, slîowing an iîîcrcase
over the previons year of 430,001,800, or 36 per
cent. The producta o! agriculture constitutcd
about 80 per cent of the total exports of the
United States iluring the year 1882.

The Postîiiastcr Oceneral'a report shows that
in 11o formier yearlîas thora becn a more general
incase of business in aIl branches of tha ser-
vi -t. Referencoe is mode ta the increase in ex-
pentes neceasitated by tha growth of Manitoba
anI the North-wcst. Note in also made of tha
valuabla assisteîîca of the C. P1. R. iii maitîtain-
iîig and extenitig mail commnications. Dur.
iîîg the poat tiscal year 56,200,000 letters and
11,300,000 postal car(ls %vere sent by post in the
Dominion, o! which 2,000,000 letters and 170,-
000 post carda were posted in 'Manitoba, Roc-
wvatin and the ]ýortlî-west. The total revenue
was over $2,000,000, and the expenditure
f440,090 more. The revenue iii Manitoba oand
tha Norti-wost wvas $75,300, oand the expoîîdi.
turc $03,400. The total postal revenue shows
an inecas of 15U per cent over the previous
year. lna nitoba the postage n4 irly doubled
withiiî tho year.

The aggregate. trafic of tha Grand Trunk
Railway o! Canada for seven wveeks in 1S83 ,vas
$2,119,204, against $l,94,719 i the corre-
spoilhw -0eriail lSAé yeor, Bhowing an incrcaso
of $0J'd.Receipta for wcok endcd the l7th
ult. wero =52 5,24Q against $184,71 r in tlîe lika
weql, of 188,2.

Winnipeg Wholesale markets.
A decidcdly botter feeling pervades aîl lines

af business this wek. Thea fourth of 4Mardil
a day ta bc dreadeil by maity, >145 passcd, andI
the result lias becen mucli more sotlsfactory thau
iras anticipateil. A general feeling of ecurity
provails, anil fromi noir out rclîýiant' aff-.àrà
will movc aloiig oasily. Eî'ory brandi -, tra(Ie
shows a deciîle, iimprove:îîon,', an f prospects
for thiiet aIl p-otîîise well.

The blockada on tha railway bua put a tempo.
rary stop to businîess ini thfs lino. Thora in a
lorge ainouîît of goode iii transit andl the leail
f îg liouses are axpectitig largo ireceipts every
uloy. Reports frain tlîa counîtry districts are
vely encouragiag, oi no doubt a big business
ýi fllbe dooc uriiîg tua caîîiîig seasan. Collec.
tiens liave l>eon vory fair, but thcrc fa stilî com-
siderable ta be desired ii tlîfi respect.

IlooTs ANDl su

Buîsinecss iii thîls line lias nlot cliongeil mucli
fromn lest wcok. Sorting orders andl zakiîîg
preparations for spring niake up tira principal
part of tlîe volnume of trode. k;pring orders arm
comning iii, amid tlieso ara bei»; atteadoîl ta.
Collections arm vcry foir, rand better than tlîey
hîave been for souta time past..-

<'LOTI»{OG.
TIra quietiiess whici hias been repnrted for

tma post week or two cannot be said ta have
disappoareil. Spring ordue from outlyiiîg dis-
tricts are coîning iii vcry ivoll, and bands are
busy in filling thîem. %e 1l tlîa oponing of
spring andl the influx ot immigration a goofi
traite is expeeteil. Collections have imot iîîî-
praved mnucb, bunt stili thero la. nothing pavi*lpî.
lar ta coniplain of in this respect.

Cm<ocm<mmv« ol:tssWARE.

There in very littIa dong-'t proserit lu tlîls
lino, aîîd tîîa hanses ara not pushing business,
proferring ta kecp tlîe goods in the warelîouse
rotlier than risk themn ontaida. A good trotte
in expectol titlî the oponing of spring.

DRY C00DS.

In tîmis as in noorly every otmer lino ai traie
tiiore is a brigbter stata of affaira tlian wc hav,
hail ta report for some tinie. Travelers an the
road are uloing very fairly for tlîis time af the
yeor, and report an excellent prospect for spring
traite. Collections hava iînproved. Fourth ai

arinotes wero botter attendod to thon was
anticipated. The stocks held througbout the
country are heavy, and an ciai aceaunt trade às
nlot beîng pusheil by the iwholesalo bouses witlî
as mnch vigar as they wuuld %vers the rotailers'
shielves more etear.

DRUGS AND CiIEMICALS.

The past week bas boca veiy quiet, mare s0
than bas been th,% casefor somp ime. Collectiaou
are vcry, fair, but cannotyct ha said t-, be gnod.
Travclers report a gaod prospect for traite in the
spriig.

FANCY COUOS MND 231ALLWVARE.

During tlîo wcck tliore liu been littla miove-
mec o! goads baytnd the oevcry day sorting up
orders that keep coming ii. Theoais, howcrer
a genorolly botter feeling. Collectiomns are re
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