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LUMBERMEN IN THE LEGISLATURE.

—

tiow the Industey is Represented in the Ontario House,

iver since the orgamzation of the Ontano Leguslature, the
fumber interest has been welland ably represented i sts mem
bership, as s unly reasonable in the case of so important an
dustry and une frum which su large a share of the pulilic
revenue s denved.  Latterly quesuons affecting the trade
have nut been su promiment as dunng the carlier years of Con-
federatiun, and the mure recent struggle over the Rivers and
Streams bill, but though the lambermen of the present House
may be less cunsprcuously brought under the public atienuon
wan formerly, they are none the less an impurtant and aseful
factor in legislation.

The member most oxtensively engaged in the lumber trade
ts Mr. Erskine L. Brunson, of the firm of Brunson & Weston.
Mr. Bronson is a new member of the House, having been first
returned for Ouawa at the general electivn of 1886, Heis an
American vy birth but has been a resndent in Uttawa fur many
years. ilis father H. T. Brunsun in the year 1853 manufac
tured the first lumber cut 1n Ottawa for the Amencan market,
and simce that perind the Brunsuns have been contmusasly
engaged in Jhe busness.  Mr. L. H. Bronsun has Leen
acuvely wlenufied with the industry fur abuut twenty years.
The firm uwn extensive aulls at the Chaudiere, and are amung
the largest imi-hulders in the country, They operaie on
abuut half a duzen of the nbutanes of the Uttawa River, ard
their sl output amounts to about §5,000,000 feet per year.
Mr. Bronsun has always taken an active part an public affaurs,
having been a member of the Uttawa uty counal fur seven
years and veeupied aseat at the Schvul Buard fur twace that
penud,  He contested Cardeton for the Comimuns in 1882,
but was unsuceessful.  His tetarn as a supporier of the Mowat
puvernment fur Uttang, a Lunstitueiivy pres luus]) mppuscd w
be a furlutn hupe, was une of the must remarkhable features of
the contest of '86.  Mr. Bronsons long municipal and bustness
experience mahe hum a valuable acquisiion tu the House.
He eapresses humsell satisfied with the present umber policy
of the admmistration.  He 1s in favor of unrestricted free
trade as between Canada and the United States, but upposed
tv Cummeraial Union, thatis any arrangement which would
give the Amencans powet o regulate our tanfl as against
other nations.  Mr. Bronson 1s a member of the special com-
mttee asked fur by Mr. Meredith s mutiun respecung umbrr
preservation and muneral develupment.  He oweapres a seat
at the end of the first row of government Lenches.,

Immediately ne. t to Mr. Brunsun sats Me, Thumas Murray,
uf North Renfrew.  Mr. Murray is a vateran puliuaan on the
Liberal side, and a represeniative Irish-Lanadian,  He was
first returned to the Provinoal legislature in 1809, since which
he has fuught several hard cuntests with varying success in
both Duminiun and lual ddectivns. He has represented
Nourth Renfrew almust constantly since 79.  Mr. Murray s a
member of the firm of T. & W, Murray, whuse headyuarters
are at Pembrohe.  In additivn to mereanuie business they arc
largely interested in lumbenng, owmng and vperating himits
on Black River, on the Northern side of the Ottawa.  They
purchased at the Iate government umber sale berth No. 1, in
Biggar township, une of the most valuable sold, and intend to
operate there neat scason.  Mr. Murray has been engaged in
lumbering more or less during the last twenty years, and has
a thorough practical acquaintance with the ndustry in all 1ts
phases.  Last session he mtroduced the bill for the better
regulation of mixed dnves, which be ame law and has proved
a useful measure.

Another legislator and lumiserman of lung standing on the
government side of the House s Mr. Robert Adam Lyon, of
East Algoma, a Scotchman by irth but a resident 1n Canada
since boyhood.  Mr. Lyon resides at Michael's Bay, on the
south side of Manitoulin Istand. He 1s manager of the
Michael's Bay Lumber Co., w.ich has from $100,000 to
$150,0c0 invested in lumbenag on Manitoulin,  They shipa
large amount of cedar to Chicago in addition to manufacturing
pine lumber for the Canadian market.  The annual output of
lumber is from 2,000,000 t0 3,000,000 feet of sawn pine,
200,070 tics, 200,000 block paving posts and 10,000 telegraph
poles. Mr. Lyon was first returncd for Algoma in '78, and
since the constituency was divided he has represented the
Eastern nding.  Before the extension of the raitway system
Mr. Lyon was obliged annually to make a journey of 300 miles
on snow-shoes, in order to reach the nearest point of railroad
connection which would bring him to Toronto, and regularly
undertook his long tramp cvery winter for ecight years. Mr.
Ly. states that the supply of timber at Michael’s Bay 1s
nearly zxhausted, owing more, however, to the ravages of fire
than any other cuuse. His view 1s that the soundest cconomy
which could be pursued oy the government would be to sell
the imber as mpidly as possible, invest the 1noney and let the
lumbermen  take meastres to prolcci their property.from. fir¢,

{0 case thus is nut dune he favurs sticter means for protecung
the forests from destruction by bush fires.

Mr. James Clancy, of West hent, oteupnes a seat about
mudway down the front row of the opposite benches. e has
been operating i Kent since 1879, 1n gettiug out hardwoud
umber for the Amerncan and Quelru marhets, but the supply
in that section s nuw pracuically exhausted, Oak and walnut
were lately shipped in large yuantities from Kent, but hitle
hardwond tumber of.a merchantable character remans eacept
clm and hichory,  Mr. Clancy s other interests now veeupy
most of his attention.

Mr. James Raysude who represents Glengarry, and, as it s
almost superfluous toadd, 1> 2 Scotch-Canadian, > an eatensive
sawmmll proprictor amd lumber operator. He was unul lately a
member of the tirm of McArthur & Raysude, who owned a
andl at Lancaster, in addition une at Cuteaun Station, at the
junction of the Canada Atlanuc and Grand Trunk.  On the
dissulutiun of the company une year ago, Mr. Rayside retancd
the Cutean nuil.  The vutput is frum 2,000,000 tu 3,000,000
feet, pnnupally basswood amd ash. M. Raysude abso supplies
the nulls up the hine of Canada Atlant.

There are few 1f any members of the Provincial Legislature
who have had a wider or mure varied hisonladge of pullic and
commerual aftars than Col Alpheus Fo Would, of North
Hasungs.  He sits well ap i the seeond tow on the Consery-
ative snle.  Col.
lumbering, and vwned a sas aullin Flzevir, Hastings counts.
He was reeve of Madoe fur 19 jyaars, and warden of the
county uf Hastings fur a term of ten years, in addition to hold
ing other respunsible pusitivi, - Col. Woud is a Lruiner of
Hon. 5. Casey Woud, formerly provindal tasurer . He is
presulent of the recently vrgamized Haslings Lumber Manu-
factuning Cou., the headguarters of which is at Madoe. In
addiiun to purchasing lugs and wmanufaciunng lamber, the
company buys limler manafactared by portable enggines, which

Woul was fur many years engag=l in

reach many lucaliues that are nut scved by stativnary saw

mulls, They will operate estensively in the Northern portion
of the County of Hastings.  Col. Woul regands the poliey of
the adnnnistrativn in regard (o the timber as a niistaken vne
n sume respects.  He thinks that the House should be con-
sulted bLefure timber Limits are disposed of, and regards the
increased prices recenved at the recent timber sales as an eni-
dence that greater cautivn i disposing of su valuable a source
of revenue shoull be exercised.  Even werz the government
i want of muney, he cunsiders that it might be goud ecunumy
to burruw rather than o part with timber cutting privileges
likely tu increase envnmously in value before many years.
Apart from this the most impurtant change in the system, he
thinks, would be the aduptiun of sume system wherely the
tumber upun many thousands of acres which have been burned
user might we saved. The lumber imjured by firc in this
manner s nut sufficiently valuable to make it worth while for
the lumbermen to pay full due upon it and fluat it to market.
Cul. Wouul's upiniun is that there shuuld be sume provisiun by
whith this partly damaged timber, not valuable to the licensee,
shuuld pass nto the hands of the sctler at a luw figure, uther
wise 1t wmill suun become absolutedly worthless.  Lucal saw
mills should have greater facilities than at present. Col.
Wood 15 a member of the Cummittee proposed by Mr,
Meredith, to enyuire inte furest presersation and mineral
development, and should the resolutiun carry his practical ex-
penence in lumbering  operations will prove of invaluable
service.  Though not a brilliant speaker, he is undoubtedly
one of the most usvful members of the House, and whenever
he speaks 1t 1s directly to the puint aml he s cunsequently
always listened to attentively.

Urson J. Phelps, of Centre Simeoe, 15 the uhlest lumberman
1 the Legislature, having been engaged in the industry for 35
years.  Mr. Phelps 1s an American lut came tu Canada
while quite young.  He senved as a volunteer in the rebelhon
of 1837. Mr. Phelps has filled numere s municipal offices,
and n 1881 was warden of the County of Simcoe. He was
first returned for the Legislature for West Simcoe in 1883,
and was chosen for his present constituency at the last general
elecion.  Heas a member of the lumbenng firm of N, & O.
J. Phelps, who some cighteen years agu purchased extensive
timber limits and real estate in Simcoc county, and have
since that time carried onan extensive business in lumber
manufactuning.  They have two mulls, one at Phelptson, in the
tewnship of Flos, Simcoc county, and che other at Merntton,
on the Welland Canal.  Their output of lumber amounts to
between 5,007 200 and 6,000,000 feet per year.  In politics
Mr. Phelps 1» a Liberai. He approves of the government's
timber policy. He does not th.nk 1t 15 possible to prescrve
the umk or effectively from fire, holding that with the advance
of settlement the danger must be an ever-increasing one,.and
that the best thing to be done 1s to realize on the umber as
quickly as possible and let limit-holders take their chances
He 15 disposed, however, to favor-a stangent law imposing a
fific,upon 3 nll mmpcrs who do not cxtmyu:sh their ﬁrcs. Mr.
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Phelps dues nut favor Commercial Union, regarding the
scheme now advocated by Erastus Wiman as an impossible
ont. He would like to see reciprucity in natural products, hut
regards the prospect as visionary, because the Americans woald
never be disposed to grant it.  Mr. Phelps expects shortly to
retire frum active lumbering uperativns, as the supply in the
neighborhomd of his Simeuve mill is about exhausted.

Mr. James Conmee, of West \lgoma, who has been a mem
Ler of the Huuse since 1885, is cxtensively engaged in lumber
ing uperations in that territory.  He is an ardent Liberal and
a ready, fluent speaker.  Among others who are or have been
lumbermen, though also engaged in other pursuits, are Mr.
William Lees, of South Lanark, a farmer and mill owner ;
Mr. Isaac James Gould, of North Ontario, who is also engag
ed in agriculture and willing 5 and Mr. John Fell, of East
Victoria, who was for abuut sixteen years operzting at Fenclon
Falls, but gave up the business some tvo years since. -

The Wood Trade In Germany.

Acurding o a Berlin repurt an cavrmous  trade was done
during the year 1886 ir. wood fur building purpuses and in
Luilding material. Ve, large quantitics of wood had been
imported in 1883, Lefure the raised custumis Jduties came into
furce, and large additivnal importativns of fureign wood added
i the stuch un hand. At the beginning of 1886 the prices
were cunseuently luw, Lut very suoun all this changed, fur
ncver Iefure has there been a year in which su many new build
ings were cunstructed.  An uncsamplad activity prevailed at
Berlin, Hamburg, Kidl, Culugne, Munich, and numcrous towns
in Baden, &c., and the almost innumcralll saw mills of Ger-
many were su fully uecupied that they could hardly supply the
demsad. Kid alune imported no less than 104,000 cubic
meties of wowd, worth fuur willion marks. At the close of
the third quarter of the year ncarly the whole of the immense
stuch had been astal wjn

But weenl was nut unly in demand
for building purpuses, a great deal was required for railway
sleepers, and more particular for cash staves, on account of the
aeptionally large producuon of spinits . the woud fur these
tash staves is importea fromi Hungary,  In consequence of the
unusual demand the sales uf wood frum the State forests yield-
ed handsume results, the prices realised having exceeded the
limits uf the sale prices Ly 5 tv 10 per cent. AL the cluse of
1886 there was still the greatest activity prevailing, the saw
mills being fully and uninterruptadly occupied.  Many forests
in the intetior, hitherts inaceessilide to trade, have been atilized
by the making of guod rvads and by laying Jduwn temporary
rails ; saw mills have been constructed in the midst of forests,
where the boards are nuw beily prepared ready for use. all
of which naturally saves time and muney. It is quite ex-
pected that it will be fuund at the end of the year 1887 that
itrnals its predecessors in the way of building operations,
which, Jf picce unly cununues W regn, will subsequently ake
sull grander prupurtiuns, The tile and cement factonies of
Germany Jdisplay, of cuurse, an equal amount of acuvity, and
pnces lecome gradudlly very remwuncrauve.  Of cemeut,
Germany capurted very cunsiderable quantiues in 1886, which,
in cumseqquence of the luw sea freights, ruse to no less than
3,659,915 double centners.  America and the Indies are vast
consumers of German cemeni.  The hime and mortar works
hkewse did a very quud business,— Zhe Chamber of Commerce
Sournal.

Canadian Shipments.

The Ottawa district of Canada is by far the largest and most
important shipping point for the lumber of the Dominion, and
the following figures corroborate the statistics herctofore
published as to the extent of Canadian shipments, and show
that the exports to the United States fur 1887 did not exceed
the average fur the past ten years, viz., 500,000,000 fect.
The average value of the lumber shipped in 1887 was $13.17
at the purts of shipment, so far as the Ottawa district was con-
cerned.,

W¢ arc under obligations to the United States Consul ‘at
Ottawa for the following figures

Total ex ons of sawed pine lumber to the United States from the
Ottawa Valley district for the calander yecar of 1887 as declared
through the following consulates .

Feet. ‘ Value. lt\ll other wood

]
! products value.
! Guawa ‘ 183.847.6113 satad us | 81554
Greenville......... “ 393 31' 30,4
Prescott . .497. ' nb. 3.23 4,162
Brockvilte ...... | .741.4,2 429.679.63 152
| 260.788.307" 8&438-°$-s3| $223299

Of the above 33,648,348 fect, value, $610,796, was export-
ed in bond for rc-exportation.

—Ncgotauons arc said te be in progress by which the
creditors of K. J. Stewart propuse to buy out the lunber mills,
limits, ctc., of Grier & Co., of Ottawa, which are said to be
'voxlh in thc ncxghborhood of ope mlhon dollars.




