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CHRUICU il ISOlitY.
Work of the Amorican Catholie

Historical Society.

A (4IIEAT('OLýLECTlO.N 0F 1'UILICÀ.
TIONS A.ND DOCUMEINT.

Arnong theo înuy excellent Catholie
erganizatione that have sprung np iu
the t 'nited States during the lust few
years, the Atnerican Cathulie Hlistori.
cal Society- cf Plîiladelphia eccupies a
unique position, net only by reasen of
the scope cf werk which itlibas laid
dovwu for itsLlf. but aIea liccause of the
gi-eat succesa whiclî bas attended its
eff orts. Its bistory is s conîplete refu.
tation o! the charge, made by soite
aud formulatt-d iu the minds of others,
that Oatholies do not take intereat lu
Catholic educational moyeuteuts. lu
illustration cf its progresa as cornpared
ivith other organizations cf a airnilar
charact.-r, Proetant as well as secu-
lar, I may cite the fact that it bas
already, in tie eleventh year cf its
existencsa. otgrowu iLs pi-osent quar-
tera, wbich wvre occupied sud found
amply large b>- a secular association cf

inmilar aims, for fort>- years. Nor bas
the developmcunt o! its librsry been the
ouI>- erideràce cf ils prosperity; it bas
eutsîripped inost ethtr organizaètions iu
the increase o! iLs membersbip, sud it
has rivalled mny lu the wealtb sud
usefuluess ef the mater in iLs publica-
tions.

Tint inception Df the society was
the crystallization o! the individual
cntbusiasm of a few men who hadl
devoted thecesoîres for some years
preriously, alune aud spasmedi-
cal!>-, to Catholic histonical resasnh.
These gentlemen, scarcel>- nnrberiug
bal! s dezen, carne together lu the cil>-
o! Pbilardclphia, on Jul>- 4, IS$4, sud
issuod a caîl for erganization te whichi
thein owu saignatures sud thoso o! a
few frieuds wore attached. la ne-
sponce te this cali a meeting wus Ield
ou July 22, when an organizàticu wws
form<(d. Duriug theotirst year or two
af lte society's existence, th- efforts of
the !ew cthusiasts attrsct.od but little
attention, aud it wai as much as tire>-
could do te koep thoir forces together.
Iloweve; b>- bard work aud persistent
endeavor, tht-y succeeded iu breskiug
down te prejudicôs wbich the>- on-
couutered evcrywbere, sud iu socuing
for tbomselroa at Icast an opportunit>-
te be heard in regard to lte work they
bad undertaken. To these few mon
Ostbolic Americans owe a debt of
gratitude the full weigbt o! wbich will
on)y bc appreristed il u fture yoaav.

On April Ii S185. theo societr Itld
iLs fi-at public meeting, at which Hie
Grace Archbishop Rysu prosided, sud
papers 'were road b>- VMer> Rt. T. C.
Middleton, DI>,, O.S.A., sud Right
Rer. Mgr. SeLon. On Dec. 26 ef the
uine yesr, a cbarter wus precured in
lte courts o! Pitiladelpbia, sud te
societ>- tbcreby becamo an iucorporsted
body. On July Iti, Ik;'6, oui- Hol>-
Fâtiior, Lwo XIII., extcuded bis bleus-
iug Le LIte eociety, and on September
G oi the saine year, Hia Grace ArcIt-
biaboi, Rysu gare bis foi-mal approba-
tien toi thn society's work. B13>i-tl<
tow formalities iL t maybc said the
society-obtaiued tito ight teexist. It,
boworer, iiad net male mucit progreas,
for at te ime iL nurnbored loes tIan
a bundrod meruber.

Early i l 15s, in spite o!fte d.
cour&,gemeu.-ts iL had met itb, thn
Society- îssued its firat volume of

Il ecrd,"an octave, volume o!f~?
pages, futll o! iutereatiug Catholic bis-
tonical mattor. The publication cf
titis volume wus hegun with scarcel>- a
dollar lu thn tressur>-, but pro>-ed te
bA tho e iuniug of tosociety'. pros.

pernt>. Sincin l1ýs7, il. bu publisbi.d
two aunua. volumes o!fîIRowrd;i su ad
bas otabliubc<d an histonical magaxine
'wbicb la uow bnginning its titird yoar.

Iu the lîvo volumes whicb the society
bas given te the publiec k bisefnot euly
recordeài much interoasting Catlîolic
bistory, but bas pnblialhod :iaiy docu-
ments which bad nover socu tthe liglit
botore, aud wleo publicity arc necea-
sary for writing thet histery ef tho
Church. Many of the articles pub.
li-qhed received mont favorable coin
mient, and there in reasen te believe
thàt the publication as a whele lins
crented a tante for Oatholie history,
aud to a consideralo e xt.ent liais stimu.
latcd the Production cf Catholic litera.
ture.

In ita library dcpartmient the society
has made oven greister pregres sud
ehown more useful rosultai tItan in iLs
publications. During the ton years of
its existence it bau collected aud
arranged for use a library eofîuany ef
the rarest Catholic historical bookesud
pamphlets, wbich coustitute an (xceI.
lent working iibrary for Catholil lit-
crary ptirposes, Ameng tho books
that have been collected there arc net a
few lay C.itholic Anicrica-ne the existence
of whîch wero net knowu te Catholic
bibliophiles until they hsd been dis.
covered sud placcd on record by the
society. The greatest wealth of the
ibrary probably consista iu Catholic

pamphlets, thn preservation of which
is ef mucb importance, because ef the
liêbt which they frequeutly throw
upen obscure peints in Catholic history,
sud hecause of tho danger o! their
being lest, owiug te teunustable condi-
tien in which thoy are usually put
forth. INext iu importance te the
collection of pamphlets is the collection
of Oatbelic manuscripts, icîters, and
leaflets. Of these a gi-et mauy have
fallnion jtolte societys bauds, aud on
nîsuy occasions bundles have been
secured wbicb, when arrsuged, turned
eut to bc complote biographies of
CAàtholic men sud wexnen who played
important parts net only in the growth
of the Catholio Churcb itis country
but in the dcvelopmcnt ef the social
and political condition o! the country
as well.

Possibly the niost far.rpachiug itimlt
cf te ton years' effort of te socipty
bau been the creatien ot the machiner>-
necessary for the performance of its
work. Wit.heut anythiug e go b>-. or
suy other societ>- te cepy froni, an
erganization bus been built up, ex-
teuding over the entire country, aud
capable of desliug cemprehensivel>-
with the gi-est werk of bringing into
existence a specificall>- Cathelic Amer-
ican literature. The society bas now
iu the ncigbboehood of 2.0011 members,
ropresenting over>- Stato ite Union
sud even Canada, sud embedyiug
within itreif mucb of!the talc-nt, stand-
ing, sud influence cf the Ohurch
threugheut te country. It carrnes on
il.. roll mou sud wornen of literai-y
abilit>-, who csu give ne a Oatholic
littrature, aud ethers cf Wcalth sud
influence which ned oly te bo nuited
snd prrperly dirccted te suppl>- the
requisite facilities for te production
ef such s literaturo. It !:.&lu Phils-
deiphis a woll orgauized following of
men sud woecutborougbly sUrve te
the importance cf the work beforo
thoni, sud willing te make sacrifices lu
tho prosecution of tbeir undortaking

xGuuments, &C.
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