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of England's representatives. He
was the eider brother of Lord Lytton.
Bulwer's popularity and astuteness
enabled hîm te secure the well-known
Olayton-Bulwer Convention which
lasted intact for fifty years, a long 11f e
for an Anglo-American agreement.
It was abrogated by mutual consent
in 1901. Bulwer's qualities exactly
fltted him for the post. "The sweet-
nessý of lis disposition," says one
writer, "and his high-4red manners
rendered hîm a universal favourite.
Habitually sauntering through soeiety
with an air of languor, hie veîled the
keeneat observation under an aspect
of inidifference. Whenever in bis more
deicate negotiationsi le was the most
cautious, he seemed the most negli-
gent." He subs.-equcontly attrlbuted
his success lu making- so durable an
arrangement to the care hie took, ln
fraxning the articles of the treaty, to
employ termis with the exact meaning
givenl to themi la American treaties.
The rule is a good one for Bulwcr's
succe.ssors. Johri Crampton, who en-
joys the distinction of being the
second of the three British Ministers
dismissed by thc Washington Goveru-
ment, was appointed in 1852. He'
never made himself acceptable to the
Americ-ans, and during the Crimean
War lie was charged with enlisting
meni to serve lu the war. This ho
denied, but the tenor of lis despatéhes
when laid before Parliament gave of-
fence te President Pierce and when
Downing Street refused to recall him,
hie waq suxnmarily dismissed. Even
Lord Palmerston thouglit this affront
hardly warranted war, and the Gev-
ernment contented itself with defend-
ing Crampton's conduct and express-
ing regret at the unfriendly attitude
of the President. After seme delay,
Lord Napier was chosen Minister, but
his stay ln Washington was short and
uneventful and hoe gave way lu 1859
to the justly praiscd Lord Lyons.

The approaching civil war wae now
casting its baleful shadow over the
Union. Lord Lyens showed perfect
comprehension of the situation. He
knew that a strong aud moderate.

minded American element was wel
disposed toward Eugland. But this
element did not control the Govern-
ment or rule the country. "I shorld
hardly say," he wrote to thc Foreign
Sccrctary, «that the bulk of the Am-
erîcan people are hostile to the old
country, but I think they would
rather cujoy seeing us in difficulties."1
To deal with this human sentiment,
his two watchwords were--caution
and firmness. He soon had need of
both. When Lincoin selected Seward
as his Secretary of State, the British
Minister knew hie lad to deal with a
man who would invoke foreigu quar.
rels to stave off war at home. The
story of how Lyous showed sucli for-.
bearauce and sympathy in presenl..
lng England's demand for the libera-.
tion of Mason and Sldeil, that the
reply and apology were given Within
the seven days allowed, is too wvefll
known to require re-telling. Two
facts, often mis-stated, should be borne
in mind about the "Trent" affair. It
was Lord John Russell's suggestion
that Lyons should first go to Sewad
without the despateh and break the
unpleasant uews lu a tactful inter-.
vîew. The second point of împert.
ance is that the despatel was ceucheqd
ln grave and dignified ternis se that
a great and distracted nation coul&
retreat without humiliation. Sewarj
who had Rone about threatening tp
fight the South with one hand and the
Powers of Europe with the ether had
to climb down. But le paid a han4.,
somne tribute to the ]3ritish Minister,
for thic courtesY and consideration
shown in handling the business.

Lord Lyons inspired likinig an ud
fidence--a useful quality lu a dipo
matiat. His sterling trutîf uluessan
simplicity, were safeguad gis
intrigue and duphieity, aud iu bociaj
life, despite is indifference te th
other box, ho was a favourite. On th
score of his bachelorhood he was be-
set by gentle ehaff and adeterrie
attempt te get hlm married. "h
American wemen," lie wrete te
frieud. "are undoubtedly very Pet
but my heart is tee, old [forty-te.,


