
portions of animals slaughtered for food that are utilized in 
other countries are thrown away in Canada. Many examples 
of this could be given. Several species of fish that are now 
used for food were regarded as valueless twenty-five years 
ago ; indeed, many articles that in other countries are found 
to be both edible and nutritious have been wasted here. There 
is waste also in the preparat'on of food, as to which we have 
yet to learn many useful lessons.

The war will teach many other lessons. I have reason 
to believe that men serving in the Canadian Forestry Corps 
in Great Britain and France will come back to Canada with 
new ideas as to forest conservation, and espec:ally as to re­
afforestation. Much has been said during recent years on 
this subject, but practical object lessons are usually much 
more effective than the written or spoken word.

There must be an avoidance of waste in all departments 
of national activity by federal, provincial and municipal gov­
ernments. That can only be accomplished by the cultivation 
of a healthy public opinion, and by the realization of the same 
purpose by the people in their own personal affairs. The 
burdens of the country will be great, but compared with our 
resources, if properly developed, they will not eventually be 
serious. The country’s resources are enormous and they 
must be conserved as far as possible for the benefit of the 
whole people. In order to conserve it is not necessary or 
desirable that resources should lie idle ; but they must be 
developed in the interest of the people and not exploited for 
indivrdual profit, for it must always be borne in mind that 
adherence to such a policy will increase that equality of 
opportunity which should be the sure purpose of every 
true democracy.

Among the great resources with which Canada has been 
so amply endowed are its vast water powers. While our 
mineral resources are enormous, nevertheless the supplies of 
coal, however great, must eventually become exhausted ; but 
water powers are inexhaustible and they can be developed and 
utilized for the advantage of all the people without any serious 
difficulties in organization or distribution. The use is mani­
fold, ranging from the operation of great transportation 
systems to detail work on small farms.

The Canadians who have fought so gallantly for our 
liberties and those of the world, and who have given to our 
country a great place among the world’s nations, will return 
to Canada with a wider vision and with a higher appreciation 
of the opportunities that lie before them. Undoubtedly there 
will be difficult problems during the period of reconstruction ;
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