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vices were very valuable to the Canadians, was 
killed. The trench was soon taken and the enemy 
who resisted were bayoneted. The survivors, who 
were taken prisoners, appeared to be dazed and 
to possess neither rifles nor equipment. About 
thirty yards behind this line, however, a machine- 
gun was still in action and was causing many casual­
ties in our ranks. Captain Bell-Irving dashed out 
from the line, got behind the gun, shot three of the 
team with his revolver, and, picking up a rifle, 
charged in from the rear and killed the remaining 
gunners with the bayonet. Line after line was 
carried in this fashion until the 16th were able to put 
up the red flares, which signalled to the division 
that they had recaptured the heights and stood once 
more on their old ground or in its immediate vicinity. 
Although not so quick to arrive as the 3rd Bat­
talion, they were soon in touch with it, and the new 
line was linked up.

Meanwhile, on the left the 13th Battalion (Royal 
Highlanders of Canada), under Lieut.-Colonel 
Buchanan, had advanced at a given signal. The 
German artillery had ranged their assembly trenches 
during our own bombardment and inflicted some­
what severe losses on them before they climbed the 
parapet at the correct moment. They set out in 
the usual formation of four waves on a frontage of 
two half companies, the first two waves under Major 
Perry and the last two under Major McCuaig, and, 
advancing across broken ground under heavy shell­
fire, reached their first objective. Here they were 
held up for a time uy a machine-gun on their left 
front ; a bombing party had to be sent round its rear 
to destroy it before the regiment could proceed.


