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V.

POLITICS AND ELECTIONS.

" True ami perfect liberty, mid eiiiiality amongst men, Bays Pins IX, have
" liccn placed under tlic safeguard of chri.'stiau law, since the Almighty loJio has,
" made both the little and the great, and han care of both (Wisduiii, VI. 8), will

" j'x'Kii without aceeptiou of persnur*, and will exempt no one from this universal
"juihjmcnt ofjustice, ufirhirh he his fured ihn (% (Acts, XVII 31.), in wbich Jesus-

" Christ trill come in the i/l',ri/ of his Either, and irith his aiifjcls, to render to each oac
" aaordivg to his norks." (S. Matt., XVI. '11.) (Eari/<-Ucal of Sth December 184.9.)

Men who wi.^^h to deceive you, Dearly IJeloved Brethren, tell you that religion

has nothing to do witii polities. Nothcing able, or not daring tod(niy the truth of

this judgment that Jesus Christ will one day pronounce upon all men, they wish

to limit its object to ])rivate life. They admit that in one's private conduct it is

not lawful to think in an unreasonable manner, to speak like a madman, to act

withouth truth, without lionor and without shame. They will acknowledge that

the clergy are right when they appeal, in the name of God, against these disorders

in private life ; but as soon as there is question of politics, these same men accuse us

of tyranny and of intolerable des])otism, l)ecause wecoudemn the unbridled licence

of thinking, of saying, of doing every thing. "What! will they refuse us the

right of protesting against extravagant ideas, against licentious words, against

theft, against jierjury, against unjust violence, against blasphemy, intemperance,

and even murder itself, wheiie\'er these excesses are eonnnitted in the name of

liberty, or of a political party, or of any ojiiuion i It is thus that they endeavor

to flestroy in ]>olitics, every idea of justice, of truth, of right, of honor and of

religion. " Now, says Pius IX, wherever religion is banished from civil society,

" and the doctrine and authority of divine revelation rejected, the correct idea

" of justice and of human law becomes obscured and lost, and material force

" usurps the place of justice and of true law." {k'nri/<:h'cal of H'l Dtccnibcr 1S(14.)

Thus they wish to banish (iod from civil society, and to emanci]>ate themselves

fro n his holy law in pid)lic life. They forget that the s.imo God who will judge

individuals is lie who will Judgi: the fiations (Ps,, VII. 9), and who will pro-

nounce a terrible judgiiutiit upon those who govern them :
" Oiue ear, says the

Holy (ihosi, you that rid,- the p.ople. . .For power is glv,n yon by the Lord, and

Htniu/th by the Must Iliijh, trho irill e.oimiiie t/uur rr-.rhs ,ind srarthout yonr llioii</hls :

hiauise heinij ministers ofhis Kinyihim, you huca notjnilye-l riyhlh/ ,
ni.r kepi the law of

Justice, nor u;ilhe,l „rr,mlin;/ to the irill oj Go<L l/orribh/ and speedily will he appear to

i/oii : Jura most srrerejudgment shall be fur than that bear rule," (Wiiidoiu, VI. 5. 6.)
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