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been unloaded and dismantled, and an India-rubber boat, which

I had brought with me for the survey of the Platte river,

placed in the water. The boat was twenty feet long and five

broad, and on it were placed the body and wheels of a cart,

with the load belonging to it, and three men with paddles.

The velocity of the current, and the inconvenient freight,

rendering it difficult to be managed, Basil Lajeunesse, one of

our best swimmers, took in his teeth a line attached to the

boat, and swam ahead in order to reach a footing as soon as

possible, and assist in drawing her over. In this manner six

passages had been successfully made, and as many carts with

their contents, and a greater portion of the party, deposited 6n

the left bank ; but night was drawing near, and, in bur anx-

iety to have all over before the darkness closed in, I put upon

the boat the remaining two carts, with their accompanying

load. The man at the helm was timid on water, and in his

.alarm capsized the boat. Carts, barrels, boxes, and bales,

were in a moment floating down the current ; but all the men
who wexe on the shore jumped into the water, without stopping

to think if they could swim, and almost every thing—even

heavy articles, such as guns and lead—was recovered.

Two of the men who could not swim came nigh being

drowned, and all the sugar belonging to one of the messes

wasted its sweets on the n>uddy waters ; but our heaviest loss

was a large bag of coffee, which contained nearly all our pro-

vision. It was a loss which none but a traveler in a strange

and inhospitable country can appreciate ; and often afterward,

when excessive toil and long marching had overcome us with

fatigue and weariness, we remembered and mourned over our

loss in the Kansas. Carson and Maxwell had been much
in the water yesterday, and both, in consequence, were taken

ill. The former continuing so, I remained in camp. A num.
ber of Kansas Indians visited us to-day. Going up to one of

the groups who were scattered among the trees, I found one

sitting on the ground, among some of the men, gravely and

fluently speaking French, with as much facility and as liUle

embarrassment as any of my own party, who were nearly all

of French origin.
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