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they already possess, and which, if surrendered, will surely be used

to close the door of advancement against such as they, and to fix

new disabilities and burdens upon them, till all of liberty shall be

lost.

Prom the first taking of our National Census to the last, are seventy

years; and we find our population, at the end of the period, eight

times as great as it was at the beginning. The increase of those

other things, which men deem desirable, has been even greater. We
thus have, at one view, what the popular principle, applied to gov-

ernment, through the machinery of the States and the Union, has

produced in a given time; and also what, if firmly maintained, it

promises for the future. There are already among us jJijiiosQ who, if

the Union be preserved, will live to see it contain two hundred and

fifty millions. The struggle of to-day is not altogether /jjBtp-day

—

it is for a vast future also. With a reliance on ProvidewHtwll the

more firm and earnest, let us proceed in the great task which>^Wents

have devolved upon us.

ABRAHAM LINCOl
Washington, December 3. 18G1. ^'
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'..' Executive Mansion,
Wushington, D. C, ..j^l*

Rev. .

Sir: Having been solicited by Christian ministers, and other pious

people, to appoint suitable persons to act as chaplains at the hospitals

for our sick and wounded soldiers, sind feeling tiie intrinsic propriety

of having such persons to so act, and yet believing there is no law
conferring the power upon mc to appoint vhem, I think fit to say that

if you will voluntarily enter upon and perform the appropriate duties

of such position, I M'ill recommend that Congress make compensation
therefor at the same rate as chaplains in the army arc compensated.
The following are the names and dates, respectively, of the persons

and times to whom and when such letters were delivered:

Rev. G. G. Goss September 25, 1861.

Rev. John (J. Butler September 25, 1861.
:* Rev. Hcin-y Hopkins September 25, 1861. *

Rev. F. M* Magrath October 30, 1861.
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Rev. F. E. Boyle October 30, 1861. ^
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Rev. John C. Smith November 7, 1861.
,'""

Rev. Wm. Y. Brown November 7, 1861.
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