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the Macedonian King. From these, and many other examples which
I might adduce, it will be seen that the Prisoner is indeed of ancient

days ; and you, gentlemen, will discover what has been the business

of the Prisoner at the Bar, where he has found admittance.

During his long career, he has been the companion of the great

men of every age, as also of the poor and miserable—fc-r he has one

great characteristic, he is no respecter of persons. Philip of Mace-
donia, one of the most subtle politicians of the day, was at times

completely subdued by the Prisoner at the Bar. It was under his

influence that he so conducted him.self as to call forth, from Alex-

ander, his own son, the cutting sarcasm—" Men of Macedonia, see

there the man who was preparing to pass from Europe into Asia ; he

is not able to pass from one table to the other without falling." It was
at a feast, when irritated by indulgeuce in strong liquors, that the

quarrel aros(; which caused Philip, in the midst of his splendour, to

fall by the hand of an assassin.

Alexander the Great, whoso fame has been sounded far and
wide, the eoncjueror of the world—a man who, in the early part

of his career, was so temperate and abstemious, that he is said

to have remarked, when the Queen of Caria sent him .some

choice dishes, accompanied by some excellent bakers and cooks,

that he had been supplied with bett(;r cooks by his tutor, Leoni-

des, vi/., a march before day to dress his dinner, and alight din-

ner to prepan; his su|)por. This mighty monarch, I say, was after-

wards .so completely subdued by the Prisoner at the Bar, as at

onetime toatteuq)t to burn the ancicut palace v)f Xerxes. It was under

his inlluencc that h«' murdered his bosom IViend, Cletes, and, after-

wards, from grief, would have |)ut an end to his own existence, had he

not been closely watched by his attcndiints. And it was under his in-

fluence that he* was laid in a drunkard's grave, at the early age of

:V.i. Seneca, in speaking of the death of Alexander, says—" Mere

is this hero, inVincii)le by all the toils of prodigious marches, by all

the dangers of sieges and coml)ats, by the most violent extremes of

heal and cold—here he lies (!on(iuered by his intemperance, and

struck to the earth by the lata! cup of IlercuK s."

It was under the inlluencc of the Prisoner at the B.ar that Aurelius,

chief magistrate of Thebes, w;>s assassinated, with all his guest.s,

at the banquet tal)lc. Although he hud been warned of his danger,

so inl'atuated was he with wine, that he exiilaimetl, when pressed

to n.seeud \\w Telbcrs sent to him, "Send those things to-morr<)W,"

but the delay |)rove(l fatal. Vitellus obtained posst ssion of the

lloinan throne by means of notorious vices— l)y |);uulering to the vi-

<'ious propensiti«'s of preceding I'anperors, hi; was elevated to thoso

high positions in the State which enabled him to acconq)lish his

oi>jeet ; but .so disgusletl did the people become with the intemper-

ance of this obnoxious tyrant, that they conspired against him, and

put hint to a disgraceful death. Attilla, King of Hungary, on his

marriage; feast, indulged so freely in intoxicating rnjuors, that he was

found at night sull'ocaled— and' thus, through the iiUlu('ne(; of the

Prisoner at the Bar, terminated the important Empire of the Iluni.


