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U PREFACE TO THE SECON'D EDITION.

These vjrws may be prronootig They differ from those of most o f my frienfltj

Tlie mass of tlie community do not aixord with tlitiu. But they are uniijtcrabljr

inprcssid iiijon my mind I cannot shakr them off, Tlif-y are all siij-poiied by
the in triictive but neglected voice of hiftory 1 possess not the hupps fatuity

with wiiicli so ra;»»y are endow* d 1 cannot believe an event will not take place,

because i hope and pray it may not. 1 am disposed to envy those wiio are thus
gifted. It diminishes the hours of suffering. In a life jo cliequertd as ours, this

IF some advantage, Hut it has, like all other ble.<!ungs, a counterpoitiig evil,

—

When we disbelive in the approach of danger, we make no preparations to repel

it.

With these impressions I preferred risking any consequencrs however pernicious

to myself, that wight ari^-e from the present address, to a state of toipor and in-

activity—to perishing without an eilort. In a sanguine nion.eut, I indulged the

flnttenng, the fond, (pray heaven it may not be the delusive) hope that my » iPortg

might be so far crowned with success, as to make me the happy, the blessrd in-

stnmient of arrusing even one, two, or three *active, int.'ui nliai cj'iztns fn m the
morbid, the lethargic slumber, into which the community ha* been so ;;.tally lull-

ed ; that these mijjht arouse others; and that tluis :he I'otint ."pcHs mi'.;ht be
dissolved, which, in a manner unexampled in tlie histoiy ot the w(>rJd, mule us

rrgnrd with s1u]'id, torpid apathy and inditference, the bctuul banknipUy of our
novrrnm<nt (produced by a mo*t dr.rins conspiracy)—the impendii'g de-iru'lioi)

of our glorions constitution, the work of nasinnjrton, 1 ranllin, ],i\irgston,

Hamilton, &c the depreciation of every -pecies of properly—and the aj pit a'h-

i;'g ruin of our country. iShould heavtn thus bless nic. die a.teiwaid.s wiien I

may, I shall not have lived In vain. Should 1 fail, on my tombstone thall be
graven, " mapiis excidituuiis.''^

I ofTer these greet and solemn trutns lo the consideration of all who have an
iiitere^t in the welfare of this country.

I. A Sfpnrntion of the sttles cannot be ejfute-d nithout an immrdiate CIVIL,
and analmost cvntirivnl BORDER l\i aR ; uv.d il mvsi inetitubly place us at the

mercy of England, and make, this country the sport qf the huropein poners at all

future times

II. As well might we expect to re unite, without flaw, the fragments of an ele^

gant porcelain viue, bhattertd to pieces, as to restore the union, if dissolved but

tor one hour
, 111: A period of war. and invasion, and danjrer, is utterly unfit for repairing or

amending a ronsttution. Nothing but convulsion can arise cut of the attempt.

IV Gkneral Washinjiton. in his legncy, one of the noblest efTnrts of hunipn

wisdom, inipre.ssiv( iy urfied his coiintrjmen to frown iiidignantly upon ai;y at-

tenpt to impair or dissolvv- the union.

V. To hostile European powers a disFoIutlon would be of immense and incal-

culable advantage.

VI. It would be inexpressible folly and madness to reject the policy dictated by
TVashiniton. and follow that which would be dictated by thoie powers of Europe
r.ho reg.ird our piGsperity with jealousx.

fLA?T OF AN iJiNlON SOCIETY.
" Above all thintrs 1 old dear your national union. Acruslcm yourselves to

cstininie its infnlte v;.Ii,e to your individual and national happiness. Look on it

Ss the palladium of your tranquillity at home; of your peace abioad; of your
safety ; of your pro:*perity ; and even of that liberty which you so highly prize."

Waihinglon''s Farendl Address.

Wherkas many disafrrct^^ citizens have long labored to prepare the public

Ibind lor a dissoluliou of the union, and the formation of separate confederacies

;

and whereas they have at length publicly and daringly avowed tbeir flagitious de-

signs ; and whereas the experience cf all history to the p-esent time affords the

most complete ^roof that ^uch dissolutioos of existing forms of government, and
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